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This sheet is not the title. It is the checklist to keep beside one. Any alteration or erasure voids the certificate of ownership. There is no correcting a Washington title -
there is only replacing it. DOL's order is fixed and it is short: locate the title, complete a bill of sale, collect payment and sign the title over, take the plates off, take
your belongings out, file the Report of Sale, then drop the car from your License eXpress account.

Who has to sign

You, in the release of interest
section

Your signature, and every other registered owner's. No notary, no witness, no appointment - the exemption is written into rule 308-
56A-265 for a release given on the certificate itself.

You again, on the odometer
disclosure

Only on a model year 2011 or newer vehicle, and only in whole miles. On anything 2010 or older the section stays blank.

Every registered owner, not
just one

Two names on the face means two signatures. DOL's instruction to the buyer is to make sure it is signed by all owners of the vehicle
before they take it.

The lienholder, if one is named A secured party assigns the certificate to you or straight to your buyer once the loan is clear. RCW 46.12.675(5) gives it those two
routes and no third.

The buyer, on form 420-001
rather than on the title

Washington puts the buyer's signature on the application, not on the certificate, and that one has to be notarised or certified.

Nobody, in pencil The certificate is the document of record for eleven statutory facts. Anything erased on it voids it and sends both of you back for a
duplicate.

Every box, in the order you meet it

# WHO BOX WHAT GOES IN IT

0 YOU Before any box: find the
certificate

Washington will not let the sale proceed on a promise. DOL's first step is to locate the title, and if it cannot be found
the replacement takes four to eight weeks by post. Watch out: A quick title office prints one at the counter for
$89.50 instead. Look at the map before you agree a completion date, because quick title offices are a subset of
licensing offices, not all of them.

1 YOU The release of interest section Printed on the certificate itself. Sign it, and have every other registered owner sign it too. Watch out: This is the
signature that needs nobody watching. Sign the same words on form 420-050 instead and it must be notarised or
certified - the exemption belongs to the certificate, not to the sentence.

2 YOU The odometer disclosure
section

Whole miles, on the face of the certificate, for any vehicle of model year 2011 or newer. Watch out: If the section is
already full or the certificate is not to hand, the separate odometer statement is one of the few things DOL refuses to
publish - it is printed for you in the office on tamper-proof paper.

3 YOU The buyer's name and address Filled in before the certificate changes hands, so that what leaves your kitchen table is not an open title. Watch out:
An open certificate is how a car ends up abandoned with your name still on the record. The report of sale alone will
not save you there - RCW 46.12.650(4)(b) says it is not proof of a completed transfer where nothing shows the buyer
accepted the vehicle.

4 YOU The bill of sale, form 420-065 Both of you sign it. DOL's instruction is that you need one unless the sale price and date are included on the title.
Watch out: Keep your copy. DOL does not hold one for you: if you lose it, the department's own advice is to file a
public records request.

5 YOU Take the plates off Before the buyer drives away, not after. They cannot use them and they will be issued new ones. Watch out: Moving
them onto another vehicle of yours costs $10 and has to be like for like. A car plate does not go on a truck.

6 YOU File the Report of Sale, form
420-062

Plate number, date of sale, sale price, the buyer's name and address, and the VIN. Online, in person, or by post.
Watch out: Five business days, counted on receipt. Post it and there is no confirmation and no receipt, and DOL says
processing takes another 7 to 10 business days after it arrives.

7 BUYER The buyer's Vehicle Title
Application

Form 420-001, signed in front of a notary or a licensing agent, lodged within 15 days of delivery. Watch out: Their
clock is not yours and it is longer. Do not wait for them to finish before you file your own form - a report of sale filed
on time protects you whether or not they ever apply.

8 YOU Drop the car from License
eXpress

The last step on DOL's own list. Open the vehicle in your account and use the remove from list button under I Want
To. Watch out: Do it after the transfer shows as complete, not before. Removing it from a list is housekeeping - it is
not a notice to the department and it does not replace the Report of Sale.



Six things to settle before the certificate leaves your kitchen table

Nothing erased, ever — Alteration or erasure voids the certificate outright. There is no version of a corrected Washington title that a licensing office will take.

Fill the buyer's name in yourself — Handing over a signed certificate with the transferee blank is the one mistake that outlives the sale.

Whole miles, and only if it is a 2011 or newer — Under that year the odometer section stays empty, and putting a number in it invents a disclosure the federal
rule did not ask for.

Do not sign the buyer's application — Form 420-001 is theirs, it is notarised, and your signature has no place on it.

Keep a copy of everything before it leaves — DOL keeps no copy of your bill of sale, and the only way to get one back afterwards is a public records request.

Read the perjury line — Almost every DOL vehicle form carries the same declaration under penalty of perjury under the law of Washington, and a knowingly
false statement is a felony carrying up to $5,000 or ten years.



Every rule here is transcribed from DOL, Sell a vehicle and the Washington State Department of Licensing's own pages. Plain-language help with a form, not legal advice — where our wording and the agency's
differ, theirs governs.


