
Form 130-U — Application for Texas Title and/or Registration: a filled-in example. Amber is what you write; grey is a block somebody else
completes. The line-by-line notes follow. Back to the walkthrough
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How to fill out Form 130-U — Application for Texas Title
and/or Registration
Texas · written against Form 130-U (Rev 05/26), issued under Texas Transportation Code 501.0234 and Tax
Code 152

sellmycarhub.com
/forms/texas/form-130-u-application-for-

texas-title/

The form the whole Texas transfer runs on. The buyer files it at a county tax assessor-collector's office with the signed title, and it does three jobs at
once: applies for the title, transfers the registration, and computes the motor vehicle sales tax.

This sheet is not the form. Download the blank Form 130-U from the Texas Department of Motor Vehicles at
https://www.txdmv.gov/sites/default/files/form_files/Form-130-U.pdf — always take the current revision from the agency rather than a copy.
Print this and keep it beside you while you complete theirs.

Every line, in the order you meet it
1 BUYER Applying for Four boxes across the head of the form. A private purchase the buyer intends to drive is Title &

Registration. Watch out: Title Only is the box for a vehicle whose registration is being given up, not
for an ordinary sale. Nontitle Registration is narrower still.

2 BUYER Boxes 1 to 7, the
vehicle

VIN, year, make, body style, model and the two colour boxes, copied off the assigned title rather
than off the car. Watch out: Body style is the department's abbreviation, not a word - PK for a
pickup. Getting it wrong is one of the commonest reasons a county hands the form back.

3 YOU Boxes 9 and 10, the
mileage

Odometer reading with no tenths, and three boxes: Not Actual, Exceeds Mechanical Limits,
Exempt. Watch out: The reading and the brand both come from what you disclosed when you
assigned the title. If the two documents disagree, the county believes neither.

4 BUYER Boxes 13 to 15,
applicant type and ID

Individual, business, government, trust or non-profit, then a photo ID number or an FEIN, and
which of the listed identification types it came from. Watch out: A buyer who arrives at the county
office without the identification named in box 15 is turned away, however complete the rest of the
package is.

5 BUYER Boxes 16 to 18, the
buyer

Legal first, middle and last name with any suffix, a second applicant if the vehicle is going into two
names, and the mailing address. Watch out: Legal name as it reads on the identification in box 15.
A nickname on this line and a full name on the licence is a mismatch a clerk has to resolve.

6 BUYER Box 19, county of
residence

The county the buyer legally lives in, which is what the department reads to set the title application
fee. Watch out: It is not necessarily the county where the paperwork is filed, and it is not your
county either. Ask the buyer rather than guessing from the address.

7 YOU Box 20, previous owner Your name or entity name, city and state, as they appear on the title you assigned. Watch out: City
and state only. There is no room for a street address here and adding one helps nobody.

8 BUYER Boxes 30 to 34, liens Additional liens, an electronic title request, the certified lienholder identification number, the first
lien date, and the first lienholder's name and address. Watch out: Where there is no lender at all,
box 34 wants the word NONE written in it. A blank box reads as an unanswered question rather
than as an answer.

9 BUYER Box 38, sales and use
tax

The sales price, any trade-in deduction, the taxable amount, and 6.25% of it. Watch out: The flat
alternatives run down the right-hand column, and the $10 gift tax is the one people reach for
wrongly - it needs Comptroller Form 14-317 and a qualifying relationship, not simply a low price.

10 BUYER The title application fee
box

A tick box printed on the face of the form as $28 or $33 Application Fee for Texas Title. Watch out:
Which of the two applies is a county question - the form itself says to contact your county tax
assessor-collector for the correct fee.

11 YOU Signature of seller,
donor or trader

The first of the three certification rows: your signature, your printed name and the date. Watch out:
This is the one signature in the Texas set that may be reproduced or faxed. The buyer's may not,
and the form says so in the same paragraph.

12 BUYER Signature of applicant
or owner

The buyer signs, prints and dates the second row; a third row waits for a second owner. Watch
out: Original ink from the buyer, and then the whole package has to reach a county office. The
certification above these rows is the third-degree-felony line.
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What gets this one rejected

A photocopied buyer signature. The form is explicit: an application may be reproduced or faxed, and the seller's signature may be reproduced
or faxed, but a completed form must contain the original signature of the buyer.
No photo ID. Every title application must include one of the government-issued IDs listed in box 15.
Leaving the county of residence blank. It is what decides whether the fee is $28 or $33.
Filing it anywhere but a county tax assessor-collector's office. Texas does not have a state DMV counter for this.
Guessing at the tax. The Comptroller, not the TxDMV, answers questions about motor vehicle sales tax - the form prints the number.
Treating the certification as boilerplate. It reads: State law makes falsifying information a third degree felony.

Amber is what you write Grey is a block somebody else completes The filled-in example is at the start of this sheet.

Read off Form 130-U (Rev 05/26) and the Texas Department of Motor Vehicles's own pages, current as of 2026-08-23. Plain-language help with a
form, not legal advice — where this and the agency differ, the agency governs.
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