
How to fill out Form 1013 — Succession Affidavit
South Dakota · written against Form 1013 (no revision printed), issued under South Dakota Department of Revenue, Motor
Vehicle Division, made under SDCL 29A-3-1201 and 29A-3-1202
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Where there is no probate, this single page moves a South Dakota vehicle out of a dead owner's name - and it does something most states' small-
estate affidavits will not: it can transfer the title straight to a purchaser rather than only to an heir. The form prints both options as ticks, and the
manual explains the difference in tax. Transfer to a successor is exempt from the motor vehicle excise tax; transfer to a purchaser is taxed on the
purchase price, or on current book value where the price is nominal. The conditions are the small-estate ones under SDCL 29A-3-1201: thirty days
elapsed since the death, an estate under $100,000 net of liens, and no personal representative appointed or applied for anywhere.

This sheet is not the form. Download the blank Form 1013 from the South Dakota Department of Revenue, Motor Vehicle Division at
https://sddor.seamlessdocs.com/f/1013?f=1013.pdf — always take the current revision from the agency rather than a copy. Print this and keep
it beside you while you complete theirs.

Every line, in the order you meet it
1 YOU Who is swearing to this Name and full address for each affiant. Two blocks are printed so more than one heir can sign.

Watch out: Every affiant is taking on the same liability - to a personal representative, to anyone with
a superior right, and to the department. Do not add names for completeness.

2 YOU The vehicle, and its
licence number

Licence number, year, make, model, VIN or HIN and title number. This form asks for the plate as
well as the title. Watch out: One vehicle per affidavit. A second car in the same estate needs a
second form, however identical the facts are.

3 YOU The decedent's name
and the date of death

Written into the affirmation, which continues that at least thirty days have elapsed since that death.
Watch out: Count the thirty days properly. It is the first sworn statement on the page and the easiest
one to get wrong by a week.

4 YOU Read the eight bullets
before signing anything

The estate under $100,000, no personal representative anywhere, no Department of Social
Services debt for institutional care, entitlement as heir or devisee, and the responsibility for creditors
and allowances. Watch out: The Social Services bullet is the one families miss. A nursing-home
medical assistance debt is a bar to this route, not a detail to be tidied up later.

5 YOU Successor, or
purchaser - one tick

Either names the successors and their addresses, or names the purchaser with the date they
bought it and the price. Watch out: The tick decides the tax. A successor takes it exempt; a
purchaser pays 4% of the price, or of book value if the price is nominal.

6 YOU Sign, and date The affiant signature and date, above the indemnity paragraph. Watch out: Do not sign it at home.
The next block is an acknowledgement, and a signature made before the notary or county treasurer
sees it is the commonest reason these come back.

7 OTHER The notary or county
treasurer block

Subscribed and sworn to, with the county, the officer's signature and the expiry of their commission.
Watch out: The form offers a county treasurer as an alternative to a notary public - and the affidavit
has to reach a county treasurer anyway, along with the surrendered title.

What gets this one rejected

Filing it inside thirty days of the death. The affirmation on the form is that at least 30 days have elapsed, and it is sworn.
An estate over $100,000. The threshold is net of liens and encumbrances and covers the entire probate estate wherever located, not just the
car.
A probate already open. No application or petition for the appointment of a personal representative may be pending or granted in any
jurisdiction - if one is, the personal representative signs the assignment instead.
An affiant who is neither an heir nor a devisee. The manual is explicit that the affiant must be an heir of the deceased or a devisee in the
deceased's will.
Using it for a vehicle titled in another state. The manual's rule: the South Dakota affidavit of succession should only be used for South Dakota
titled vehicles, and a vehicle titled elsewhere is applied for through the state where the deceased lived.
One affidavit for two vehicles. If more than one vehicle is involved, a separate affidavit must be completed for each.

Amber is what you write Grey is a block somebody else completes The completed example follows overleaf.

Read off Form 1013 (no revision printed) and the South Dakota Department of Revenue, Motor Vehicle Division's own pages, current as of 2026-08-
23. Plain-language help with a form, not legal advice — where this and the agency differ, the agency governs.
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