
How to fill out Form 1001 — Motor Vehicle/Boat Title &
Registration Application
South Dakota · written against Form 1001 (no revision printed), issued under South Dakota Department of
Revenue, Motor Vehicle Division, presented to the county treasurer under SDCL 32-3-18

sellmycarhub.com
/forms/south-dakota/motor-vehicle-

boat-title-registration-application/

This is the buyer's form, and it is on this list because a South Dakota seller hands it over, watches it get filled in wrong, and inherits the delay. Two
pages: page one identifies the vehicle and the people going onto the new title, page two computes the tax and the fees and carries the signatures.
The department's own list of the five commonest titling errors starts with no signature on application or title, and its guidance for a private-party
purchase names this form first - the DOR website provides you with the Motor Vehicle Title and Registration Application to fill out, print and sign.

This sheet is not the form. Download the blank Form 1001 from the South Dakota Department of Revenue, Motor Vehicle Division at
https://sddor.seamlessdocs.com/f/1001?f=1001.pdf — always take the current revision from the agency rather than a copy. Print this and keep
it beside you while you complete theirs.

Every line, in the order you meet it
1 BUYER Application request:

Motor Vehicle, Title
Transfer

Two ticks at the top of page one. Eight request types are printed and a private sale of a South
Dakota car is the first of them. Watch out: Out-of-State Title Transfer is a different tick with different
paperwork behind it. A South Dakota certificate assigned to a South Dakota buyer is a plain title
transfer.

2 BUYER The vehicle, from the
certificate

VIN, year, make, model, colours, body type, weight and fuel type, copied off the title rather than off
the car. Watch out: The Previous State/Brand box is where an out-of-state brand lands. The
manual notes that out-of-state title brands are displayed on all titles in the previous state field.

3 BUYER The odometer entry Reading, unit and one of the three odometer brands. It repeats what the assignment on the back of
the title already carries. Watch out: It must match the assignment. A reading that disagrees with the
one the seller disclosed is a discrepancy the county has to resolve before it can issue anything.

4 BUYER Owner information, with
the type of ownership

Name, type of ownership, customer type and identification number for each person going onto the
title. Watch out: The type of ownership box is the one that matters years later. It is the word
between two names that decides whether one signature or two can sell the car next time.

5 BUYER Purchase price on line
1

What was paid, from the bill of sale, less any trade-in allowance on line 2, giving the difference on
line 3. Watch out: Tick Bill of Sale not available/NADA only if there genuinely is not one. It moves
the tax base to the industry guide value, which on most cars is higher than the price.

6 BUYER The 4% tax and the
printed fees

Line 4 is 4% of line 3 for a vehicle. Line 7 is pre-printed as Title Fee + Tech Fee $12.00; line 8 is the
late fee if the application is past forty-five days. Watch out: Penalty and interest on line 5 are
calculated from the purchase date regardless of when the application is made - so a delayed
application is charged as though the tax had been due all along.

7 BUYER Lienholder block, if
they borrowed

Name and address of the first and second lienholder, and $10 for each lien noted. Watch out: Once
a lien is noted, no paper title is printed at all until it is released. A buyer expecting a document in the
post will not get one.

8 BUYER The Unsworn
Declaration

Every person going onto the title prints and signs, with a date and a place. The declaration is made
under penalty of perjury under the law of South Dakota. Watch out: No notary is needed and none
is offered. What is needed is every signature - the department's first common error is a missing one,
and a mailed application with a blank line comes straight back.

What gets this one rejected

An unsigned application. It heads the department's own list of common titling errors, and it is the reason a mailed application comes back
rather than a title going out.
A missing lien. Another of the department's five: lien not put on application when noted on title for new buyer. The county cannot invent it from
the certificate.
An owner block with no type of ownership. The connector between two names decides who has to sign the next assignment, and leaving it
empty means the department reads it as and.
An identification number left out. The manual requires the South Dakota driver's licence or social security number of each purchaser, with a
federal employer identification number for a company.
A purchase price with no bill of sale behind it. The tick marked Bill of Sale not available/NADA is what the county uses when there is none,
and it moves the tax onto the guide value.
Filing it in the wrong county. The application must be filed in the county of the new applicant's residence.

Amber is what you write Grey is a block somebody else completes The completed example follows overleaf.



Read off Form 1001 (no revision printed) and the South Dakota Department of Revenue, Motor Vehicle Division's own pages, current as of 2026-08-
23. Plain-language help with a form, not legal advice — where this and the agency differ, the agency governs.
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