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How to fill out 400 — Title and/or Registration
Application
South Carolina · written against 400 (Rev 07/2025), issued under S.C. Code Ann. 56-19-240 and
56-3-627

sellmycarhub.com
/forms/south-carolina/400-title-and-registration-

application/

The document every South Carolina title transaction runs through. It is the buyer's to sign, not the seller's - but a private seller meets it twice: once
because the buyer will ask what to put on it, and once for real if the buyer is paying you in instalments, because then Section 2 records you as the
lienholder and the new certificate is posted to you rather than to them.

This sheet is not the form. Download the blank 400 from the South Carolina Department of Motor Vehicles at
https://dmv.sc.gov/sites/scdmv/files/2026-01/Form%20400_1.pdf — always take the current revision from the agency rather than a copy. Print
this and keep it beside you while you complete theirs.

Every line, in the order you meet it
1 BUYER Tick what you are

actually asking for
TITLE on its own titles the car; TITLE with REGISTRATION NEW gets a plate as well; PLATE
TRANSFER needs the existing plate number written beside it. Watch out: A title without a
registration is a real option in South Carolina and it is the cheaper one, but the vehicle cannot be
driven on it. Choose registration only if the county property tax receipt is already in hand.

2 BUYER Vehicle information VIN, make, model, year, body style, empty weight and fuel type, copied from the certificate rather
than from the car. Watch out: Read the VIN back character by character against the title and
against the bill of sale. The SCDMV's own instruction is to verify all three match before submitting,
and a mismatch is the commonest reason a South Carolina application is returned.

3 BUYER AND or OR, if there are
two of you

The SHARED OWNERSHIP pair beside the co-owner's name. AND makes them joint owners and
both signatures will be needed on every future transaction; OR makes them co-owners and either
can act alone. Watch out: Once a lien is recorded, neither the names nor the relationship can be
changed without the lienholder's involvement - so this is a decision made now, not later.

4 BUYER Section 2, the odometer The reading in whole miles, transcribed from the assignment on the back of the title, and three
statements below it that stay untouched unless one is true. Watch out: This is the one place in
South Carolina where EXEMPT is a box you can tick. It is not on the certificate itself, which is why
an exempt vehicle looks as though it has nowhere to declare it.

5 BUYER The IMF and sales tax
block

Ticked only where the transfer is exempt: parent, spouse, child, brother or sister, grandparent,
grandchild, legal heir, beneficiary, distributee, active-duty military or a bonafide gift. Watch out: The
list comes straight out of S.C. Code Ann. 56-3-627 and it stops where the statute stops. An aunt, a
cousin, a step-parent and a fiancee are all outside it, however the family sees it.

6 BUYER Purchase information Who the vehicle came from, the date of purchase, the sales price, and any trade-in with its own
value and VIN. Watch out: Do not net the trade-in off the price. The form asks for both separately
because the fee is worked from the price less the trade-in, and doing the subtraction yourself hides
half the calculation.

7 BUYER Section 3, the plate NEW PLATE, TRANSFER PLATE with the number, or EXCHANGE, plus a declared gross vehicle
weight for a truck or cargo van and the name of the insurance company. Watch out: A plate being
transferred must already have at least three months left on its registration, and at least one owner
on the plate has to be one of the new owners on the title.

8 BUYER Sign under the perjury
declaration

The owner's signature and date, and the co-owner's beside it where the title reads AND. Watch out:
An agent may sign in the owner's place, but the power of attorney has to be in the envelope. There
is no SCDMV form for the ordinary kind - the Department asks for the individual's name, the
attorney-in-fact, the vehicle, a signature and a witness.
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What gets this one rejected

A strikeover or an erasure in the VIN or the odometer. The line at the head of the form rules out strikeovers, erasures, correction tape and
correction fluid, and the SCDMV's dealer guidance singles out those two fields as the ones no correction is allowed in at all.
AND or OR left unticked where there are two owners. The SHARED OWNERSHIP pair decides whether one signature or two moves the car
for the rest of the vehicle's life.
One signature where AND was chosen. Joint ownership means every owner signs, and a co-owner's missing signature stops the application
rather than delaying it.
An insurance agent's name in the insurance certification. The SCDMV wants the company, licensed to do business in South Carolina, not the
agency that sold the policy.
A sales price with the trade-in already deducted. The trade-in has its own box and its own VIN line, and rolling it into the price understates the
figure the fee is worked from.
An exemption ticked that the statute does not carry. Cousins, nieces, nephews, in-laws and step-relations are not on the printed list of
immediate family.

Amber is what you write Grey is a block somebody else completes The filled-in example is at the start of this sheet.

Read off 400 (Rev 07/2025) and the South Carolina Department of Motor Vehicles's own pages, current as of 2026-08-23. Plain-language help with a
form, not legal advice — where this and the agency differ, the agency governs.
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