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How to fill out MV-38O — Application for Duplicate
Certificate of Title by Owner
Pennsylvania · written against MV-38O (1-26), issued under 75 Pa.C.S. 1110

sellmycarhub.com
/forms/pennsylvania/mv-38o-application-for-duplicate-

certificate-of-title-by-owner/

The form for a title that is lost, stolen, ruined, never arrived, or is sitting in a drawer with a satisfied lien still printed on its face. It is the seller's own
form - one of the few in the Pennsylvania set that is - and when the duplicate is issued, the previous title becomes void and only the duplicate can
be used to transfer the car.

This sheet is not the form. Download the blank MV-38O from the Pennsylvania Department of Transportation at
https://www.pa.gov/content/dam/copapwp-pagov/en/penndot/documents/public/dvspubsforms/bmv/bmv-forms/mv-38o.pdf — always
take the current revision from the agency rather than a copy. Print this and keep it beside you while you complete theirs.

Every line, in the order you meet it
1 YOU Section A, the vehicle

and you
Title number and VIN, then your name exactly as the record holds it, your PA driver's licence or
photo ID number, and your date of birth. Watch out: No title number to hand? It is on the
registration card, and PennDOT publishes a page showing exactly where on the card to look.

2 YOU Section A, a new
address

A tick and an address block, used where you have moved since the title was issued and the vehicle
record needs updating. Watch out: The duplicate goes to the address on this form. Only a bona
fide street address may be listed - the instruction says so at the foot of the page.

3 YOU Section B, the reason One of five blocks: lost or destroyed, stolen, defaced, never received, or lien satisfied and a new
title wanted. Watch out: The form prints "Appropriate Block Must be Checked" down the left-hand
margin. Two ticks is as bad as none.

4 YOU Section C, the
declaration

Day, month and year of signing, the county and state you were in, the country, then your printed
name and signature. Watch out: Yes, it really wants the country. It is an unsworn declaration under
18 Pa.C.S. 4904 with a minimum fine of $1,000, and the location makes it enforceable.

5 LENDER Section D, the
lienholder

Date of satisfaction, the lienholder's name as listed on the title, their electronic status and Financial
Institution Number, then their signature and job title. Watch out: Only they can complete it. If you
are holding a paper title that already shows the lien satisfied, attach the original instead and leave
the whole block empty.

What gets this one rejected
Applying too soon after something else happened to the record. Customers must allow 10 days from the date a title was processed, or an
electronic lien released, before a duplicate can be issued.
Applying while a lien is still live and unreleased. You are not entitled to possession of the certificate of title until the lien is satisfied.
An active lien left unaddressed in Section D. Where one exists on the record, the owner must contact the lienholder to complete the
satisfaction and self-certification.
A defaced title described but not attached. The form requires the defaced title to accompany the application.
An out-of-state address with nothing to back it. Where the duplicate is being sent out of state, a copy of the out-of-state licence and a piece of
mail, bank statement, credit card statement or tax record must be attached, all matching.

Amber is what you write Grey is a block somebody else completes The filled-in example is at the start of this sheet.

Read off MV-38O (1-26) and the Pennsylvania Department of Transportation's own pages, current as of 2026-08-23. Plain-language help with a form,
not legal advice — where this and the agency differ, the agency governs.
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