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How to fill out MV-38L — Application for Duplicate Title or to
Record, Renew, Remove a Lien, or to Correct Lien Information by
Lienholder
Pennsylvania · written against MV-38L (3-25), issued under 75 Pa.C.S. 1132.1 and 1135

sellmycarhub.com
/forms/pennsylvania/mv-38l-

lien-title-application-by-
lienholder/

The lender's form, and the one a Pennsylvania seller ends up chasing. Seven different jobs live on it, selected by a tick box at the top, and only the
lienholder can send it. If a loan you paid off years ago is still showing against your car, this is the piece of paper that clears it - and you cannot file it
yourself.

This sheet is not the form. Download the blank MV-38L from the Pennsylvania Department of Transportation at
https://www.pa.gov/content/dam/copapwp-pagov/en/penndot/documents/public/dvspubsforms/bmv/bmv-forms/mv-38l.pdf — always take
the current revision from the agency rather than a copy. Print this and keep it beside you while you complete theirs.

Every line, in the order you meet it
1 LENDER The tick at the top One of seven numbered blocks, each listing which sections then have to be filled in. Satisfying a

paid loan is block 4. Watch out: The form warns in capitals to always check the appropriate blocks
to indicate the nature of your request. A form with no block ticked is a form that gets returned.

2 LENDER Section A, the vehicle Title number, VIN and the owner's name exactly as it appears on the original title. Watch out: The
owner's name is how the department matches the request to the record. A married name here
against a maiden name on the file breaks the match.

3 LENDER Section A, the
lienholder

Their name on record, whether they are in the electronic programme, their Financial Institution
Number, and an address block if it differs from the one on the original title. Watch out: The
Financial Institution Number is required for an electronic lien. Banks that have merged since the
loan was written frequently no longer match the name on file, which is what block 5 exists for.

4 LENDER Section A, which lien
and what is happening
to it

First, second or third lienholder; then record, renew, delete because it is satisfied, or correct
because it was recorded in error - with a date. Watch out: The satisfaction date has to be listed, not
left blank. It is what the new title is issued against.

5 LENDER Section B, if the title is
missing

Lost or destroyed, stolen, defaced with the title attached, or never received. Watch out: Skip the
section entirely if the lien is electronic - the form says it does not need completing in that case.

6 YOU Section D, the owner's
signature

Your signature and a co-owner's, dated. Required only where a new lien is being recorded against
the car. Watch out: This is the one place on the whole form a vehicle owner signs, and it needs no
self-certification. If a lender sends you the form to sign for anything other than recording a new lien,
ask why.

7 LENDER Section E, the
declaration

Printed name, signature and job title of the authorised signer, with the day, month, year, county and
country of signing. Watch out: It is an unsworn falsification declaration under 18 Pa.C.S. 4904
carrying a fine of at least $1,000. A lender's clerk signs it personally, not the institution.

What gets this one rejected

A vehicle owner filing it. Every route on the form is the lienholder's; the owner's only line is a signature in Section D when a new lien is being
added.
Ticking the duplicate-title block on an electronic title. The form says the option cannot be selected if the current title is an electronic lien and
title record.
Renewing a lien that has already expired. A lienholder may not apply for renewal more than 6 months before the expiry date, or after it has
expired - after that the only route is to record the lien afresh.
Forgetting the Financial Institution Number where the lien is electronic. It is marked required.
Sending it without the current title, on the routes that need it attached. Where it is not attached, Section B has to be completed instead.

Amber is what you write Grey is a block somebody else completes The filled-in example is at the start of this sheet.

Read off MV-38L (3-25) and the Pennsylvania Department of Transportation's own pages, current as of 2026-08-23. Plain-language help with a form,
not legal advice — where this and the agency differ, the agency governs.
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