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How to fill out MV-141 — Surrender of a Registration
Plate
Pennsylvania · written against MV-141 (5-26), issued under 75 Pa.C.S. 1334 and 1786(g)(2)

sellmycarhub.com
/forms/pennsylvania/mv-141-surrender-of-a-registration-

plate/

The last thing a Pennsylvania seller does, and the only one that protects them. The plate comes off the car and goes back with this form attached;
reason block 2 is Vehicle Sold. The copy you keep is dated, and that date is what shows the plate was already surrendered when the insurance
stopped.

This sheet is not the form. Download the blank MV-141 from the Pennsylvania Department of Transportation at
https://www.pa.gov/content/dam/copapwp-pagov/en/penndot/documents/public/dvspubsforms/bmv/bmv-forms/mv-141.pdf — always
take the current revision from the agency rather than a copy. Print this and keep it beside you while you complete theirs.

Every line, in the order you meet it
1 YOU Section A, who you are Your name exactly as the registration card has it, the registration plate number and the title

number. Watch out: Copy the name off the card rather than writing it the way you usually do. This
is how the plate gets matched to the right record.

2 YOU Section B, the reason Twelve numbered blocks. A private sale is block 2, Vehicle Sold. Watch out: Block 3, Voluntary
Surrender, looks like the same thing and is not. It is for a plate given up without the vehicle having
gone anywhere.

3 VERIFIER Section C or D, if you
hand it over

The agent, PennDOT office or police officer records the date of surrender, their name and address,
and signs to certify that the plate number matches the form. Watch out: This is the better route.
Their copy of the form is dated the day you walked in, which is exactly the evidence Section
1786(g)(2) asks for.

4 YOU Section E, if you post it The date you are surrendering it, your name and any co-owner's, the address, then printed names
and signatures. Watch out: The plate has to be in the envelope. Without it, a notarised statement
explaining why is required, which is a lot more work than a padded envelope.

5 YOU Keep the copy A copy of the completed form, retained by you. Watch out: The form says it twice, top and bottom:
you need it to obtain a replacement registration plate from an authorised agent later. Photograph it
before it goes in the post.

6 YOU Then, and only then,
call the insurer

Cancel the policy once the plate is gone and you are holding a dated receipt. Watch out: The
protection in Section 1786(g)(2) applies where the plate and card were surrendered at the time
coverage terminated. Cancelling first inverts that.

What gets this one rejected

No plate in the envelope. The instruction is direct: the registration plate must be attached, and if it is not, a notarised statement explaining why
must be included.
A name that does not match the registration card. Section A asks for the vehicle owner's information exactly as it is listed on their registration
card.
Handing it to an agent and completing the owner's block instead. Section C is for the agent, Section E is for you, and they are alternatives.
Keeping no copy. Both the top and the bottom of the form warn that you need one to get a replacement plate later.
Sending it to the wrong place. Where the owner completes Section E, the plate goes to the Bureau of Motor Vehicles at P.O. Box 68597,
Harrisburg, PA 17106-8597.

Amber is what you write Grey is a block somebody else completes The filled-in example is at the start of this sheet.

Read off MV-141 (5-26) and the Pennsylvania Department of Transportation's own pages, current as of 2026-08-23. Plain-language help with a form,
not legal advice — where this and the agency differ, the agency governs.
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