
MV-1 — Application for Certificate of Title: a filled-in example. Amber is what you write; grey is a block somebody else completes. The line-by-
line notes follow. Back to the walkthrough

https://sellmycarhub.com/forms/pennsylvania/mv-1-application-for-certificate-of-title/




How to fill out MV-1 — Application for Certificate of
Title
Pennsylvania · written against MV-1 (not published online), issued under 75 Pa.C.S. 1103.1

sellmycarhub.com
/forms/pennsylvania/mv-1-application-for-certificate-of-

title/

The other half of the pair, and the one a Pennsylvania seller meets when the car is not already titled here - an out-of-state certificate, a
manufacturer's statement of origin, a repossession or a court order. Like the MV-4ST it is issued to authorized agents only, and unlike the MV-4ST it
carries its own notarisation block at the foot of the page.

This sheet is not the form. Download the blank MV-1 from the Pennsylvania Department of Transportation at
https://www.pa.gov/content/dam/copapwp-pagov/en/penndot/documents/public/dvspubsforms/bmv/bmv-fact-sheets/fs-mv1.pdf —
always take the current revision from the agency rather than a copy. Print this and keep it beside you while you complete theirs.

Every line, in the order you meet it
1 BUYER Section A, the vehicle Make, VIN, body type, model year, weight rating and fuel type, taken off the proof of ownership and

checked against the plate on the car. Watch out: Compare the two numbers character by character.
If they disagree, the instruction is to contact the selling dealer or the nearest Pennsylvania State
Police station, and the discrepancy has to be resolved before anything is submitted.

2 BUYER Section A, the VIN
tracing

A pencil rubbing of the VIN plate, taped to the reverse of the white copy, where the vehicle comes
from outside Pennsylvania or is a truck, truck-tractor or motor home. Watch out: If the plate is
defaced, altered or missing, the tracing is not the answer - a state replacement VIN plate application
and a State Police verification are.

3 BUYER Section B, the applicant The first person to whom ownership was assigned on the proof of ownership. Name as it reads on
the Pennsylvania photo credential, ID number, date of birth, address and county code. Watch out:
On an out-of-state car the applicant is the first Pennsylvania resident to whom ownership is
assigned - not whoever ends up with the car three assignments later.

4 YOU Section C, mileage The reading on the odometer, plus a box for mileage that exceeds mechanical limits and a box for a
reading that is not the actual mileage. Watch out: Once written it is fixed. The instruction says the
information may not be erased or otherwise altered, and no separate odometer statement is
attached - the disclosure on the ownership document carries it.

5 BUYER Section D, lien
information

If nobody is lending, the if-no-lien box must be checked. Otherwise the lienholder's name and
address, whether they are in the electronic programme, and their Financial Institution Number.
Watch out: Where two liens are recorded, the certificate goes to the first lienholder rather than to
the buyer - so the buyer should expect not to see it.

6 BUYER Section F, what kind of
vehicle it is

Seating capacity, cylinder capacity, axles or chassis manufacturer, depending on what is being
titled. Watch out: Skip it entirely for a mobile home - the instruction sheet says so in a note at the
top of the section.

7 BUYER Section G, registration New plate, exchange, temporary plate, or a transfer of an existing one, plus insurance details and
the agent's dated certification. Watch out: Temporary registration cannot be issued on this form for
a reconstructed, specially constructed or recovered theft vehicle, or where a court order is the proof
of ownership. The car stays off the road until the credentials arrive.

8 BUYER Section H, tax and fees Purchase price, trade-in, taxable amount, tax at 6, 7 or 8 per cent, credit for tax properly paid to a
reciprocal state, then the fees. Watch out: A credit needs proof of payment from the state where the
tax was paid attached. Without it there is no credit, whatever the buyer says they already paid.

9 YOU Section I, the seal Signatures in front of the notary, the applicant's telephone number, and the notarisation completed
by the authorised agent on the white copy only. Watch out: This is signed last, after the whole form
is complete and the fees are paid. Verification in lieu of notarisation is open only to agents with a
dealer identification or business partner number who issue temporary plates.

https://sellmycarhub.com/forms/pennsylvania/mv-1-application-for-certificate-of-title/
https://sellmycarhub.com/forms/pennsylvania/mv-1-application-for-certificate-of-title/
https://www.pa.gov/content/dam/copapwp-pagov/en/penndot/documents/public/dvspubsforms/bmv/bmv-fact-sheets/fs-mv1.pdf


What gets this one rejected

Using it for a car already titled in Pennsylvania. That is the MV-4ST's job, and the two are not interchangeable.
A reassignment to a second applicant. The instruction is flat: this form does not allow a reassignment of ownership to a second applicant.
Signing before you reach the notary. Section I is signed in the presence of the notary or of a dealership employee authorised to verify.
Two owners with only one of them present. Where there are two owners for assignment, both have to be present for signature and
notarization or verification of signature.
A missing VIN tracing where one is required - a vehicle bought from a non-resident, one brought in from another state, or any initial
application for a truck, truck-tractor or motor home.
Signing Section I before the fees are worked out. It must be signed after the form is completed in its entirety, including payment for all fees
due.

Amber is what you write Grey is a block somebody else completes The filled-in example is at the start of this sheet.

Read off MV-1 (not published online) and the Pennsylvania Department of Transportation's own pages, current as of 2026-08-23. Plain-language help
with a form, not legal advice — where this and the agency differ, the agency governs.
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