
BMV 4809 — Duplicate Registration Card, Transfer, Replacement Plates / Validation Sticker Application: a filled-in example. Amber is what
you write; grey is a block somebody else completes. The line-by-line notes follow. Back to the walkthrough
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How to fill out BMV 4809 — Duplicate Registration Card, Transfer,
Replacement Plates / Validation Sticker Application
Ohio · written against BMV 4809 (9/25), issued under Ohio Revised Code 4503.12

sellmycarhub.com
/forms/ohio/bmv-4809-plate-
transfer-and-replacement/

The plates you took off the car you just sold have somewhere to go. This moves the registration and the plate number onto the vehicle you buy
next, and the same form covers a duplicate registration card, a replacement plate and a validation sticker. It is a deputy registrar transaction, not a
title one - which means a different counter from the one the buyer is standing at.

This sheet is not the form. Download the blank BMV 4809 from the Ohio Bureau of Motor Vehicles at
https://dam.assets.ohio.gov/image/upload/publicsafety.ohio.gov/bmv4809.pdf — always take the current revision from the agency rather than
a copy. Print this and keep it beside you while you complete theirs.

Every line, in the order you meet it
1 YOU Check one: Transfer The first box, with the instruction beside it to submit the original certificate of title. Watch out: The

other boxes on this form replace a lost registration card or a damaged plate. Only Transfer moves a
plate number onto a different vehicle.

2 YOU The registration you are
moving

The plate number and expiration date from the registration card, and your Ohio county of residence.
Watch out: This is the only part of the form that describes the car you sold. Everything else
describes the one you bought.

3 YOU The receiving vehicle Date purchased, year, make, type, serial number, certificate of title number, odometer and colour,
taken from the Ohio certificate or memorandum title. Watch out: The type is the class the vehicle
registers in - passenger, motorcycle, non-commercial truck and so on - and the fee table on page
two uses the same words.

4 YOU Owner information Name, whether ownership is single, joint, leased or company, identification number, phone, email
and Ohio address. Watch out: The name has to be the one on the new title. A registration cannot
be transferred onto a vehicle titled to somebody else.

5 YOU Suspension or
revocation

A yes or no on whether your plate registration is under suspension or revocation under Ohio
financial responsibility law. Watch out: A suspension blocks the transaction, and the answer is on
your own record rather than a matter of opinion. If you are not sure, find out before the trip.

6 YOU The affirmation and
signature

You affirm that the owners now have insurance or other financial responsibility coverage, will not
operate the vehicle without it, and will not use it as a commercial vehicle unless so registered.
Watch out: The column above the signature spells out what happens without coverage - a
suspended licence, reinstatement fees rising with each offence, and a period of special coverage
filed with the BMV. It is the same warning printed on the back of half the registration forms Ohio
publishes.

What gets this one rejected

Signing it for a vehicle you are not on the title of. The warning at the foot of page one says the application must be signed by the owner or
owners as named on the certificate of title.
A transfer without the original certificate of title. It is printed in the box next to the word Transfer.
Transferring between classes that do not transfer. Passenger cars, non-commercial vehicles, motor homes and motorcycles transfer within
and between those classes; a move outside them means surrendering the plates and being issued new ones.
Leaving the financial responsibility question unanswered. The whole right-hand column of the form is about proof of coverage, and the
affirmation above the signature is a statement that coverage exists.
Missing the thirty days. R.C. 4503.12 gives the transfer of a registration and its plates to a succeeding vehicle a period not exceeding thirty
days, and during those days the old plates may be displayed on the new car.

Amber is what you write Grey is a block somebody else completes The filled-in example is at the start of this sheet.

Read off BMV 4809 (9/25) and the Ohio Bureau of Motor Vehicles's own pages, current as of 2026-08-23. Plain-language help with a form, not legal
advice — where this and the agency differ, the agency governs.
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