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How to fill out BMV 1174 — Clerk of Courts Vehicle Title
Record Request
Ohio · written against BMV 1174 (8/22), issued under Ohio Revised Code 4501.15, 4501.27, 4505.14 and
4507.53

sellmycarhub.com
/forms/ohio/bmv-1174-vehicle-title-record-

request/

Ohio publishes no lien release form, because the lender releases on the face of the title or electronically and the clerk cancels the notation. What
Ohio gives a seller instead is a way of seeing the record itself. This requests a certified vehicle title record: title number, title status, vehicle owner
and address, previous owner and address, and lien holder information. It is the document that settles an argument about whether an old loan was
ever cleared.

This sheet is not the form. Download the blank BMV 1174 from the Ohio Bureau of Motor Vehicles at
https://dam.assets.ohio.gov/image/upload/publicsafety.ohio.gov/bmv1174.pdf — always take the current revision from the agency rather than
a copy. Print this and keep it beside you while you complete theirs.

Every line, in the order you meet it
1 YOU Section 1, who is

asking
Full name, street address, city, state, ZIP and phone. Company name only if a business is
requesting it. Watch out: Both the full name and the mailing address are marked required on the
form, and the results come back to the address you write here.

2 YOU Option 1 or Option 2 Option 1 for your own vehicle's title record; Option 2 for another person's, which needs their name
as well. Watch out: Option 1 says in its own text that no name is required as long as you provide
the identifiers below - so a vehicle identification number on its own is a complete request.

3 YOU The identifiers Any of driver licence, date of birth, Social Security number, vehicle identification number or Ohio title
number. Watch out: The footnote is honest about the trade: a Social Security number is not
required, but the more identifiers you provide the better the search works. A VIN alone is usually
enough for one vehicle.

4 YOU Section 3, the record
type

Vehicle Title Record - the one that returns title number, title status, owner and previous owner, and
lien holder information. Watch out: The form warns in the same paragraph that this search may not
provide the last known address of the vehicle owner. It is a title record, not a people search.

5 YOU Section 4, the permitted
use

One tick from thirteen. Number 1 is an individual requesting a record about themselves. Watch out:
The other twelve are written for government agencies, courts, insurers, employers and licensed
investigative agencies, and most of them ask you to attach something - a certified copy of an order,
a case number, a licence number, a company tax identification number.

6 YOU Section 5, sign and date Print, sign and date under the certification about disclosure and record-keeping. Watch out: Read
what you are signing. It commits you to keeping a five-year record of anyone you pass the personal
information to, and to producing that record on request.

What gets this one rejected
An incomplete section. The instruction at the top says to complete sections 1 to 5 and include payment for applicable fees, and that failure to
complete all sections may result in the form being returned.
No qualification ticked in section 4. The record is personal information under R.C. 4501.27 and the release turns entirely on which permitted
use applies.
A qualification ticked without the evidence it asks for. Several of the thirteen require a court and case number, an agency licence number, a
company tax identification number or a certified copy of a court order attached.
Ticking option 2 for a car you own. Option 1 exists for your own record and asks for fewer identifiers - reaching for the wrong one turns a
simple request into a disclosure of someone else's personal information.
Treating the result as a public search. The certification in section 5 is an undertaking not to disclose the personal information except as
authorised, to keep a five-year record of anyone you do disclose it to, and to make that record available to the Registrar of Motor Vehicles or
the Clerk of Courts title office on request.

Amber is what you write Grey is a block somebody else completes The filled-in example is at the start of this sheet.

Read off BMV 1174 (8/22) and the Ohio Bureau of Motor Vehicles's own pages, current as of 2026-08-23. Plain-language help with a form, not legal
advice — where this and the agency differ, the agency governs.
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