
How to fill out SFN 2486 — Certificate of Motor Vehicle
Inspection
North Dakota · written against SFN 2486 (5-2026), issued under NDCC 39-05-20.2, cited at the head of the
form, with the equipment standards at NDCC 39-21, 39-27 and NDAC 37-12

sellmycarhub.com
/forms/north-dakota/sfn-2486-certificate-

of-motor-vehicle-inspection/

The only inspection in the North Dakota titling system, and the state does not perform it. The form must be completed by an agent of the qualified
business conducting the inspection, and a qualified business means one registered and in good standing with the North Dakota Secretary of State
that offers motor vehicle repairs to the public - a private garage, in other words, which the department's own guidance says is not obligated to
provide the service. Five reasons sit at the top and one of them is ticked: newly constructed or kit car, modified motor vehicle, antique restoration,
salvage rebuilt or repaired, or untitled vehicle. Everything below is an equipment checklist the inspector works through.

This sheet is not the form. Download the blank SFN 2486 from the North Dakota Department of Transportation, Motor Vehicle Division at
https://dot.nd.gov/forms/sfn02486.pdf — always take the current revision from the agency rather than a copy. Print this and keep it beside you
while you complete theirs.

Every line, in the order you meet it
1 YOU Vehicle Owner Name(s)

and Telephone Number
Your name and a contact number at the head of the form. Watch out: Use the name that will go on
the title application. The inspection certificate is filed with it, and the department matches the two.

2 YOU Reason for Vehicle
Inspection

One of five - newly constructed or kit car, modified motor vehicle, antique restoration, salvage rebuilt
or repaired, or untitled vehicle. Watch out: The reason decides which conditional block below has to
be completed as well. Modified needs an explanation with proof; antique restoration needs the
original-parts answer; salvage needs the repairer's acknowledgement.

3 YOU Year of Manufacture,
Make, Model, Body
Style

The vehicle description the inspector will verify against the vehicle itself. Watch out: Match the
wording you used on the ownership affidavits. Three documents describing the same truck three
ways is a reason for a reviewer to pause.

4 YOU VIN and VIN Location The identification number and where on the vehicle it is physically found. Watch out: The inspector
confirms the location, so point it out on the day. On an older truck it is often on the door pillar rather
than the dashboard.

5 OTHER Name of Qualified
Business Performing
Inspection

The garage's name, the date of inspection, its address and telephone number. Watch out: Ask for a
copy of the business's current Secretary of State filing at the same time. The untitled-vehicle
package needs it and it is easier to collect on the day.

6 OTHER Name and Title of
Inspector, Signature
and Date

The individual who performed the inspection, signing the four certifications above their name. Watch
out: Check the second certification is true before you leave - that this business did not reconstruct
or repair the vehicle. It is the one that invalidates an otherwise perfect certificate.

What gets this one rejected
An owner completing the checklist. The form's own header requires it to be completed by an agent of the qualified business conducting the
inspection, and all fields must be filled out completely.
An inspection by the business that did the work. The inspector's second certification is that the business completing the inspection is not the
same business that reconstructed or repaired the vehicle - a garage cannot sign off its own rebuild.
No Secretary of State filing attached. The untitled-vehicle procedure requires a copy of the current North Dakota Secretary of State filing for
the inspection facility, obtained from the Secretary of State's own site.
A VIN inspection expected from this form alone. The note at the head is explicit: a vehicle identification number inspection requires the
department's separate VIN inspection certificate to be completed.
Incomplete or illegible entries. The header says such forms will not be accepted, which on a 120-box checklist is a real risk rather than a
formality.

Amber is what you write Grey is a block somebody else completes The completed example follows overleaf.

Read off SFN 2486 (5-2026) and the North Dakota Department of Transportation, Motor Vehicle Division's own pages, current as of 2026-08-24.
Plain-language help with a form, not legal advice — where this and the agency differ, the agency governs.
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