
How to fill out MVR-5 — Corrected or Substitute Title
Application
North Carolina · written against MVR-5 (Rev 08/18), issued under N.C. General Statute 20-68
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/forms/north-carolina/mvr-5-corrected-or-substitute-title-

application/

For a certificate that exists but is wrong. Nine printed reasons run down the middle of the form — a misspelled name, a change of name, an
identification number, a body style, a year model in error, the wrong lienholder, a change of motor or body, a title incorrectly assigned, and adding
survivorship — and each of them produces a fresh certificate rather than an annotation on the old one.

This sheet is not the form. Download the blank MVR-5 from the North Carolina Division of Motor Vehicles at
https://www.ncdot.gov/dmv/downloads/Documents/MVR-5.pdf — always take the current revision from the agency rather than a copy. Print
this and keep it beside you while you complete theirs.

Every line, in the order you meet it
1 YOU Title number Top row of the vehicle section, beside the series model. Watch out: The correction is applied to a

specific certificate, so this is the number of the wrong one you are holding.

2 YOU Vehicle identification
number

Second row, with the fuel type, odometer reading and odometer brand beside it. Watch out: If the
VIN itself is what is wrong, tick identification number as the reason and read note C — that
correction needs more than this form.

3 YOU Owner ID and full legal
name

The name you want on the corrected certificate, with your driver licence number. Watch out: Write
the correct version here. The wrong version goes in the explanation lines further down, not in this
box.

4 YOU Plate number and
insurance

The plate currently on the vehicle, the insurer authorised in N.C. and the policy number. Watch out:
The certification above it is the same financial responsibility statement the MVR-1 carries. A
correction application still asserts that the car is insured.

5 YOU Reason for correction One of nine tick boxes down the middle of the form. Watch out: Five of the nine carry a lettered
note. Read the note before you tick the box — several of them ask for a document that has to travel
with the application.

6 YOU Detailed explanation Three lines to say what is wrong and what it should be. Watch out: Say both halves. Title issued as
X, correct legal name is Y, evidence attached — an explanation that only names the correct version
leaves the agent guessing at the error.

7 YOU Owner's signature Under the certification that the information contained is true and accurate to the best of your
knowledge. Watch out: One signature line for a single owner; joint owners both sign and are both
acknowledged.

8 YOU The notary block Names of the principals, notary signature, printed or typed name, seal and commission expiry.
Watch out: Then check the reverse. If a lien is recorded against the vehicle, the lienor's
confirmation on the back needs its own signature and its own acknowledgment.

What gets this one rejected

A reason box ticked with the explanation lines left empty. The form asks for a detailed explanation and a licence plate agency reads it.
A change of name without the supporting document the notes call for.
An unsigned lienor confirmation where a lien is recorded. The reverse of the form exists for the lienholder to join in the statements about the
lien.
A missing odometer reading. There are two odometer boxes on this form and both belong to the current record.
An unnotarised owner's signature.
Trying to correct an assignment with it. A title incorrectly assigned is one of the nine reasons, but voiding the assignment itself is an MVR-28.

Amber is what you write Grey is a block somebody else completes The completed example follows overleaf.

Read off MVR-5 (Rev 08/18) and the North Carolina Division of Motor Vehicles's own pages, current as of 2026-08-23. Plain-language help with a
form, not legal advice — where this and the agency differ, the agency governs.
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