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Five yes/no questions about the history of the car, signed by you and acknowledged by the buyer. Two of them are limited to vehicles five model
years old and newer; the other three apply to every model year, however old the car is. Getting one of them wrong is not a paperwork problem —
G.S. 20-71.4 makes a failure to disclose a Class 2 misdemeanor and adds civil liability on top.

This sheet is not the form. Download the blank MVR-181 from the North Carolina Division of Motor Vehicles at
https://www.ncdot.gov/dmv/downloads/Documents/MVR-181.pdf — always take the current revision from the agency rather than a copy. Print
this and keep it beside you while you complete theirs.

Every line, in the order you meet it
1 YOU The vehicle row Year, make, body style and VIN — four boxes across the top, above question 1. Watch out: The

year in this box is what decides whether questions 1 and 4 apply to you, so it is worth writing before
you read the questions.

2 YOU Question 1, collision
damage

Yes or No: damage exceeding 25% of value at the time of the occurrence, on a vehicle five model
years old or newer. Watch out: It is not asking whether the car has ever been repaired. It is asking
about one threshold on one occurrence, and if the answer is yes the parts that were damaged go on
the two lines underneath.

3 YOU Question 2, salvage Yes or No, and if yes, the state in which it was titled. This one applies to every model year. Watch
out: The definitions block at the foot of the form is where salvage is defined, and it is a percentage
of fair retail market value rather than a judgement about how bad it looked.

4 YOU Question 3, flood Yes or No. All model years, no threshold, no exceptions. Watch out: The form's own definition is
submerged or partially submerged to the extent that damage to the body, engine, transmission or
differential has occurred. Water on the carpets after a window was left open is not that; water over
the sills is.

5 YOU Question 5,
reconstructed

Yes or No: materially altered from original construction by the removal, addition or substitution of
essential parts. Watch out: The definition includes glider kits and custom assembled vehicles. A
replacement engine on its own is not a reconstruction; a body swapped onto another chassis is.

6 YOU Seller's signature, date
and address

One line each, directly under the declaration that the information is true to the best of your
knowledge. Watch out: To the best of your knowledge is the standard, which is why a car you
bought second-hand and know nothing about is still answered honestly rather than left blank.

7 BUYER Buyer's
acknowledgement

The last line on the form: the buyer signs to acknowledge what you have disclosed. Watch out:
Keep a copy with the buyer's signature on it. It is the only record you will have that the disclosure
was made before the vehicle changed hands, which is what the statute requires.

What gets this one rejected
An unanswered question. All five have a Yes and a No box and none of them is optional, even where the answer is obviously no.
A Yes on question 1 with the damaged parts left blank. The form asks for them on the line underneath.
A Yes on question 2 without naming the state in which the vehicle was titled.
Crossing out an answer and ticking the other box. Alterations or erasures void the form and the whole sheet has to be done again.
A missing buyer acknowledgement. The buyer's signature is what turns the disclosure into something they cannot later say they never saw.
Answering question 1 by eye. The threshold is 25% of the vehicle's value at the time of the occurrence, and the definitions block at the foot
sets the salvage threshold separately at 75%.

Amber is what you write Grey is a block somebody else completes The completed example follows overleaf.

Read off MVR-181 (Rev 04/2026) and the North Carolina Division of Motor Vehicles's own pages, current as of 2026-08-23. Plain-language help with
a form, not legal advice — where this and the agency differ, the agency governs.
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