
How to fill out MV-349.1 — Affidavit for Transfer of
Motor Vehicle
New York · written against MV-349.1 (4/25), issued under New York Estates, Powers and Trusts
Law section 5-3.1
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The affidavit a surviving spouse - or the guardian of a surviving child under twenty-one - uses to move one vehicle out of a dead owner's name
without going near a court. It is sworn before a notary, it is capped at $25,000, and it is the form to use when there is a surviving spouse. When
there is not, New York sends you to a different one.

This sheet is not the form. Download the blank MV-349.1 from the New York State Department of Motor Vehicles at
https://dmv.ny.gov/forms/mv3491.pdf — always take the current revision from the agency rather than a copy. Print this and keep it beside you
while you complete theirs.

Every line, in the order you meet it
1 YOU The deponent Your name on the line before "being duly sworn, deposes and says", with the county of the oath

above it. Watch out: The county here is where the affidavit is sworn, not where the deceased lived
or where the car is. It is the notary's jurisdiction.

2 YOU Paragraph 1, which
limb

Surviving spouse of the deceased, or duly appointed guardian of the surviving minor children.
Watch out: Complete one and leave the other alone. Filling in both makes the affidavit internally
inconsistent, and it is sworn.

3 YOU Paragraphs 2 and 3, the
death and the vehicle

The date of death, then year, make, model, type and the vehicle identification or serial number.
Watch out: Take the identification number from the certificate rather than the car, because the
certificate is what accompanies this affidavit to the counter.

4 YOU Paragraph 4, who it
goes to

The name and address of the person the vehicle is being transferred to. Watch out: It does not
have to be you. The form allows a transfer to another party for the benefit of the surviving spouse or
the children, which is how a car gets sold straight out of an estate.

5 YOU Paragraph 5, the value Tick the box for not more than twenty-five thousand dollars, or the second box and pay the estate
the excess. Watch out: Be able to say where the figure came from. A trade valuation printed on the
day is a better answer than a number that felt about right.

6 YOU The jurat Sign in full, then a notary public or commissioner of deeds completes the sworn-to block and the
commission expiry. Watch out: Sign in front of the notary, not before you get there. A signature
already on the page is the commonest reason a notary refuses to complete the block.

What gets this one rejected

An unsworn affidavit. The DMV's own page says it in four words - the form must be notarized - and a jurat is the whole difference between an
affidavit and a statement.
More than one vehicle. Paragraph 6 certifies this is the only motor vehicle belonging to the decedent being transferred under section 5-3.1.
An out-of-state certificate. The DMV states that neither this affidavit nor its next-of-kin sibling can be used to transfer ownership of an out-of-
state title in a deceased owner's name - that needs an executor or an administrator.
Anything that is not a motor vehicle. Manufactured homes, snowmobiles, boats, trailers and all-terrain vehicles pass only through an estate
set up by order of a Surrogate's Court.
No death certificate. A copy of the death certificate or a certification of death has to be provided, and the DMV accepts a photocopy.

Amber is what you write Grey is a block somebody else completes The completed example follows overleaf.

Read off MV-349.1 (4/25) and the New York State Department of Motor Vehicles's own pages, current as of 2026-08-23. Plain-language help with a
form, not legal advice — where this and the agency differ, the agency governs.

sellmycarhub.com




