
How to fill out MV-215 — Request for Refund
New York · written against MV-215 (5/26), issued under New York Penal Law section 175.35, named on the
form itself

sellmycarhub.com
/forms/new-york/mv-215-request-for-

refund/

What you file to get back the unused part of a registration after the car is sold and the plates are gone - and, just as usefully, the form that tells you
when not to bother, because in several common cases the refund is automatic and sending this only slows it down.

This sheet is not the form. Download the blank MV-215 from the New York State Department of Motor Vehicles at
https://dmv.ny.gov/forms/mv215.pdf — always take the current revision from the agency rather than a copy. Print this and keep it beside you
while you complete theirs.

Every line, in the order you meet it
1 YOU Name and address Name of registrant, street address, city, state, ZIP, county and a telephone number. Watch out: Use

the address the DMV has, or change it first. The cheque comes from the State Comptroller and it
goes where the record says.

2 YOU Plate number and date
last driven

The plate the registration was on, and the date the vehicle was last driven if it applies. Watch out:
The date last driven is doing real work here: the certification underneath says the registration was
not used during the period you are claiming for.

3 YOU Vehicle identification
number

The identification number of the vehicle the registration belonged to. Watch out: Take it from your
own bill of sale rather than from memory. By the time you are filing this, the certificate has been
gone for weeks.

4 YOU Reason for refund The free-text box. What the transaction was, what you were charged and why the money is owed.
Watch out: Name the dates: when the car was sold, when the plates were surrendered, and what
you told the counter at the time. Vagueness here is what turns a 90-day wait into a longer one.

5 YOU Certification Sign and date the block at the foot, under the line about a fraudulent claim being a felony. Watch
out: Read what you are certifying: that the registration was not used during the claimed period, and
that no part of the refund has been paid to you already.

What gets this one rejected
Sending it when one of the four Step 1 cases applies. Those refunds are already in motion and this duplicates them.
Sending it for sales tax. That is a Tax Department matter and a different form entirely.
Missing the 14-month window on a credit that will not be used.
A reason box that does not say what happened. The form asks for a complete description of the transaction, what you were charged and why
you are asking - a one-line answer is what a returned form looks like.
Expecting it quickly. The form's own first bullet is that the DMV needs a minimum of 90 days to process a refund, and longer if proofs have to
be reviewed.

Amber is what you write Grey is a block somebody else completes The completed example follows overleaf.

Read off MV-215 (5/26) and the New York State Department of Motor Vehicles's own pages, current as of 2026-08-23. Plain-language help with a
form, not legal advice — where this and the agency differ, the agency governs.
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