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The form for the total loss you kept. When an insurer pays out on a wreck and the owner elects to retain possession, this notice is the paper trail:
the insurance company certifies it satisfied a total-loss claim and notified the owner of the duty to obtain a salvage title or nonrepairable certificate,
the company checks a box saying which document the vehicle now requires, and the owner acknowledges the settlement and the obligation -
including the printed twenty-day deadline for a nonrepairable certificate.

This sheet is not the form. Download the blank MVD-10651 from the New Mexico Taxation and Revenue Department, Motor Vehicle Division at
https://realfile.tax.newmexico.gov/mvd10651.pdf — always take the current revision from the agency rather than a copy. Print this and keep it
beside you while you complete theirs.

Every line, in the order you meet it
1 OTHER The vehicle and owner Make, model, VIN, body style, plate and the owner's details - the wreck, identified. Watch out: The

plate is about to become an errand of its own: a total loss ends the vehicle's road life for now, and
the plate-to-owner rule still gives you thirty days to reassign or cancel it.

2 OTHER The insurer's
certification

The company completes its block: settlement date, the certification of notification, its
representative's name, signature and title. Watch out: Read the settlement date - the twenty-day
nonrepairable clock, where it applies, runs from it, not from the day the form reaches you.

3 OTHER One box: what the
vehicle now requires

Salvage title, nonrepairable certificate, or owner-retained notice - the insurer's tick. Watch out: The
difference is the vehicle's whole future: salvage can be rebuilt and re-titled with a brand;
nonrepairable is parts. If you plan to repair, this box is worth a conversation before it is ticked.

4 YOU The owner's
acknowledgement

You certify agreement to the settlement amount, receipt of the notification, and understanding of the
obligation - then sign, date, and keep your copy. Watch out: The acknowledgement is also your
calendar: a nonrepairable certificate within twenty days of settlement, a salvage title per the
division's rules. File for the right document before selling anything.

What gets this one rejected

The requires-a box left unchecked. Salvage title, nonrepairable certificate or owner-retained notice - the insurer's tick is the operative
decision, and without it the notice decides nothing.
The owner's half unsigned. The acknowledgement is the point: it proves the owner was told, agreed the settlement, and received a copy.
The twenty-day deadline treated as advisory on a nonrepairable vehicle. The owner's acknowledgement quotes it as an obligation, and it is
signed under the Motor Vehicle Code's perjury framework.
A retained wreck sold on the old clean title. Once this notice exists, the vehicle's document is a salvage title or nonrepairable certificate -
passing the pre-loss title to a buyer sells them paper the record contradicts.
A nonrepairable vehicle rebuilt anyway. Nonrepairable is the terminal branch - parts and scrap - and no later inspection converts it back into a
titled car.
Skipped because the payout was small. The trigger is the total-loss settlement and the election to retain, not the size of the check.

Amber is what you write Grey is a block somebody else completes The completed example follows overleaf.

Read off MVD-10651 (10/07) and the New Mexico Taxation and Revenue Department, Motor Vehicle Division's own pages, current as of 2026-08-23.
Plain-language help with a form, not legal advice — where this and the agency differ, the agency governs.
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