
OS/SS-54 — Application for the Release of a Title from Lienholder: a filled-in example. Amber is what you write; grey is a block somebody
else completes. The line-by-line notes follow. Back to the walkthrough

https://sellmycarhub.com/forms/new-jersey/os-ss-54-release-of-title-from-lienholder/


How to fill out OS/SS-54 — Application for the Release of a
Title from Lienholder
New Jersey · written against OS/SS-54 (R1/25), issued under the Commission's titling procedure for
encumbered vehicles

sellmycarhub.com
/forms/new-jersey/os-ss-54-release-of-title-

from-lienholder/

A single page you post to a lender that is sitting on your certificate. It is not a lien release and it does not pay anything off: it asks the lienholder to
send the title to a New Jersey vehicle centre that you nominate on the form, so the transaction can be completed at a counter rather than by
chasing paper between three addresses.

This sheet is not the form. Download the blank OS/SS-54 from the New Jersey Motor Vehicle Commission at
https://www.nj.gov/mvc/pdf/vehicles/OS-SS-54.pdf — always take the current revision from the agency rather than a copy. Print this and keep it
beside you while you complete theirs.

Every line, in the order you meet it
1 YOU Make, year, model, VIN Four boxes across the top, copied from the registration or the finance agreement since the

certificate is the thing you do not have. Watch out: The VIN is what the lender's title department
searches on. Everything else on the row is confirmation.

2 YOU Name of titled owner or
lessee

Your full name as the lender has it. If the car is leased, the lessee is the name that goes here.
Watch out: A married name changed since the loan was taken out is worth a phone call before you
post this, not after.

3 YOU Driver licence number,
or corpcode for a
business

The New Jersey licence number, or the corpcode or EIN if the vehicle is titled to a company. Watch
out: A business here means an entity number rather than a person's licence, and the Commission
will want a notarised letter of signature authority behind it.

4 YOU Date of birth, eye
colour, gender

Three short boxes on one row. Watch out: They look like padding and are not - they are how the
Commission matches the application to the person when the title arrives without you.

5 YOU Mailing address Where post reaches you, across address, city, state and zip. Watch out: This is not where the title
goes. The title goes to the vehicle centre you pick at the bottom of the page.

6 YOU Email, phone, and the
text-message box

Contact details, and a tick box agreeing to one text from the NJMVC saying the title has been
received at the agency. Watch out: Tick it. It is a single message and it tells you the precise day it
becomes worth booking an appointment.

7 YOU Account number The loan or lease account the lienholder knows the vehicle by. Watch out: Take it off a statement
rather than from memory. A digit out and the letter lands in a queue nobody is watching.

8 YOU Choose the vehicle
centre

The drop-down at the foot names where the lender should post the certificate. Pick the one you can
actually get to. Watch out: Whatever you choose is where you will be standing with the buyer, so
choose for the appointment rather than for the postmark.

9 LENDER The lienholder's half They read the block underneath, release the title to the centre named, enclose a self-addressed
envelope, and tell you they have done it. Watch out: The form asks them to notify you at the same
time as they post it. If a fortnight passes in silence, that instruction is what you quote when you ring
them.

What gets this one rejected

Treating it as proof the lien is gone. It moves a document; it does not satisfy a debt. If the loan is paid, what removes the lien from the record
is an original signed release on the lienholder's letterhead, submitted with a title application.
Leaving the vehicle centre unselected. The form exists to tell the lender where to post the title, and without a centre named there is nowhere
for it to go.
Guessing the account number. The lender's file is indexed by it and a wrong one is the difference between a two-week turnaround and a
phone tree.
Sending it and then waiting quietly. The form asks the lienholder to notify the applicant when they post the title, and asks the applicant to
make the appointment once they hear - so the two of you are meant to be talking.
Assuming a refusal is the end. If the title cannot be released, the form tells the lender to notify the applicant and to send a copy of that reply to
the centre.

Amber is what you write Grey is a block somebody else completes The filled-in example is at the start of this sheet.

Read off OS/SS-54 (R1/25) and the New Jersey Motor Vehicle Commission's own pages, current as of 2026-08-23. Plain-language help with a form,
not legal advice — where this and the agency differ, the agency governs.
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