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This sheet is not the title. It is the checklist to keep beside one. Make sure you read the title carefully before making any marks. If a signature is placed in the wrong
place or an alteration of any kind is made, the title is mutilated - and the sale waits for a $14 duplicate. The department's page walks the same order this one does:
every name on the face signs off in the Seller's section, the seller completes the odometer certification, and the buyer's name, address and signature must appear in the
purchaser's section at the time of purchase.

Who has to sign

Every owner on the face, as
seller

All names that appear on the Certificate of Title must sign off in the Seller's section. Not most of them, and no signing for each other:
spouses cannot act as agent for one another here.

The buyer, in the Purchaser's
section, at the time of purchase

Name, address and signature. The county manual adds the odometer link: the signature of at least one buyer is required whenever
odometer certification is necessary.

A business, in its registered
name

The format the DMV prescribes on both the signature and printed-name lines: ABC Corporation by John Smith - the entity, the word
by, and the person with authority.

An attorney in fact or a
personal representative

John Q. Public by John Doe, POA (or PR) - the owner's name first, then the signer's, then the capacity, on both the signature line and
the printed-name line.

The lienholder and the county
official, on the face, first

Any open lien must be released on the face of the certificate - the lender signs with the cancellation date, the county notes it - before
the assignment to a new owner means anything.

Nobody, with a stamp or a
photocopy

Signatures must be original ink or a compliant digital signature under the DMV's Administrative Guidelines; a signature stamp is
tolerated only for a person physically unable to sign, and a witness must sign beside it marked as witness.

Every box, in the order you meet it

# WHO BOX WHAT GOES IN IT

0 YOU Before any ink: read the face,
top to bottom

Find the three sections in the lower half, check whether a lien is printed and whether it shows released, and read the
connector between co-owner names. Watch out: This read-through is the cheapest insurance Nebraska sells. A
signature on the wrong line cannot be initialled away - the certificate is mutilated and the sale stops for a duplicate.

1 LENDER The lien, if the face shows one An open lien must be released by the lienholder and the county official on the face of the title before the assignment
means anything. The lender signs with the date of cancellation; the county notes it. Watch out: If your title never
came because the lien is electronic, there is no face to release it on - the lender's payoff triggers the DMV to print and
mail the clean title, and the sale waits for the post.

2 YOU Seller's section: every owner
signs, and the date of sale

Each name printed on the face signs exactly as printed, the printed-name line is completed to match, and the date of
sale is recorded in the same section. Watch out: The date matters beyond formality: the county checks that the date
of sale on the assignment is equal to or later than the purchase date of your own title, and it starts the buyer's thirty
days and your sixty.

3 YOU Odometer Certification: the
reading and one notation

Whole miles for any 2011-or-newer vehicle under twenty years old, with the applicable notation - Actual, Not Actual,
or Exceeds Mechanical Limits. A 2010-or-older vehicle is exempt. Watch out: Writing the word exempt on a car that
is not exempt mutilates the title - the DMV's 2021 odometer bulletin uses exactly that mistake as its example, and the
seller in it buys a duplicate before the sale can proceed.

4 BUYER Purchaser's section: their
name, address and signature,
now

The buyer completes their details and signs before the certificate changes hands. At least one buyer must sign
whenever the odometer certification is required. Watch out: This is the step that separates a sale from an open title.
Signed seller, blank purchaser is the document Nebraska confiscates, and the misdemeanor attaches to whoever is
holding it.

5 YOU Hand over the certificate with
the bill of sale or Form 6

The buyer leaves with the assigned title and either a bill of sale or your completed Form 6 - the DMV's transfer page
makes providing one of them the seller's job. Watch out: Photograph the completed face before it leaves your hand.
Nebraska has no seller's notice to file afterwards, so that photograph and your signed Form 6 copy are the record you
keep.

6 YOU Take your plates off the car The registration expired at the moment of transfer. The plates, the decals and the registration certificate are what the
county treasurer wants back. Watch out: The buyer does not need them and cannot legally use them - a private-party
buyer drives home plateless on the strength of the bill of sale and insurance, for up to thirty days.



# WHO BOX WHAT GOES IN IT

7 YOU File the refund application
within sixty days

The Application for Refund plus plates, decals and registration certificate, to the county treasurer where the car was
registered, brings back the unused months of registration fee, motor vehicle tax and motor vehicle fee. Watch out:
Sixty days is a cliff, not a slope. Day sixty-one pays nothing, and the month of the sale itself never counts - so a car
sold late in the month has already spent that month's money.

8 BUYER The buyer's thirty days Title application, the $10 fee, the sales tax on the Form 6, insurance in original form, and registration in the county
where the car is kept - all within thirty days of purchase. Watch out: Their delay is their felony exposure, not yours -
but a buyer who stalls is also a buyer whose tax penalty and interest are growing, which is worth mentioning when
you hand them the folder.

Six rules for the pen on a certificate with no correction form behind it

Read first, write second — The department's warning is the closest thing Nebraska has to a pen rule, and it exists because the state offers no eraser: a signature in
the wrong place or an alteration of any kind means a mutilated title and a $14 duplicate before the sale can proceed.

Sign as the face prints you — The county matches the Seller's section signature against the name on the title. A legal signature that is a nickname or initials is
accepted - the manual says so - but a name that simply differs from the face invites the counter to stop.

Date the sale in the Seller's section, accurately — The recorded date of sale must be the same as or later than the purchase date on your own title, it starts the
buyer's thirty-day clocks for title and tax, and it fixes the day your sixty-day refund window opens.

Never park a signature on a blank purchaser block — Completing your half and posting the certificate to a buyer creates an open title in the mail. The
purchaser's details go in at the time of purchase, with both of you present, or the document is contraband.

Leave the odometer section empty on an exempt car — A 2010-or-older vehicle certifies nothing, and once a title records Exempt no later title may carry
mileage again. Writing a reading anyway - or the word exempt on a car that must certify - is an alteration, with the usual $14 consequence.

Keep your copies for five years — The odometer statement you made carries a statutory retention: the seller keeps a copy for five years from the transfer. Keep
the signed Form 6 beside it - the Department of Revenue expects its copies kept too, and together they are your entire after-sale file.





Every rule here is transcribed from Nebraska DMV, Transfer of Ownership and the Nebraska Department of Motor Vehicles, Driver and Vehicle Records Division's own pages. Plain-language help with a form, not
legal advice — where our wording and the agency's differ, theirs governs.


