
How to fill out MV204 — Application for Claim Release
Ownership Document
Montana · written against MV204 (2/24), issued under MCA 61-3-211(8), claim release statement to an
auto auction dealer

sellmycarhub.com
/forms/montana/mv204-claim-release-

ownership-document/

An auto auction dealer's form, and a seller should know it exists rather than expect to fill it in. When an insurer settles a total loss and cannot obtain
the certificate of ownership from the titled owner, MCA 61-3-211(8) lets it give the auction a claim release statement instead; the auction then
notifies the owner and the lender and applies on this form for an ownership document. It is the mechanism by which a car can leave your name
without you signing anything - which is precisely why an owner who has settled a claim and then heard nothing should read it.

This sheet is not the form. Download the blank MV204 from the Montana Department of Justice, Motor Vehicle Division, Vehicle Services Bureau
at https://mvdmt.gov/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/MV204-Application-for-Claim-Release-Ownership-Document-Fillable.pdf — always take
the current revision from the agency rather than a copy. Print this and keep it beside you while you complete theirs.

Every line, in the order you meet it
1 OTHER The applicant is an auto

auction
Business name and identification number, addresses with counties, email and phone. Watch out: If
your name would go in this box, you are on the wrong form. The certifications underneath are about
an auction dealer's compliance with MCA 61-3-211(8).

2 OTHER The vehicle, and the
title it lacks

VIN, year, make, model, body style, colour, title number, title date and issuing state. Watch out: The
title number is recorded even though the certificate is not in hand - it is how the department finds the
record it is about to override.

3 OTHER The insurer, and when it
acquired ownership

The insurance company's name and address, and the date the insurer acquired ownership. Watch
out: This date is the hinge of the whole application. Everything the auction certifies happened after
it.

4 OTHER Five certifications, then
a signature

Salvage definition, VIN comparison, claim release statement received, notice sent to owner and
lender, full compliance with MCA 61-3-211(8). Watch out: Two of the five are about notifying you. If
you are the owner and no notice arrived, those are the certifications to ask about first.

What gets this one rejected

An individual filing it. The certifications are about what an auto auction dealer did under MCA 61-3-211(8); a private owner cannot truthfully
make them.
A trailer, snowmobile or side by side. The applicant section rules them out by name.
A certification that notice was sent when it was not. Two of the five bullets are about the notice to the owner and the lender, and they are the
substance of the whole application.
A missing insurer name or acquisition date. The claim release statement comes from the insurer, and the department is being asked to accept
it in place of a title.
A VIN taken from the paperwork. The certification says it was compared with the number on the vehicle, and on an auction lot that is a
physical check.

Amber is what you write Grey is a block somebody else completes The completed example follows overleaf.

Read off MV204 (2/24) and the Montana Department of Justice, Motor Vehicle Division, Vehicle Services Bureau's own pages, current as of 2026-08-
24. Plain-language help with a form, not legal advice — where this and the agency differ, the agency governs.
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