
How to fill out MV1 — Certificate of Title for a Motor Vehicle
Application
Montana · written against MV1 (6/26), issued under MCA 61-3-216, application for a certificate of title on a form
prescribed by the department

sellmycarhub.com
/forms/montana/mv1-certificate-of-title-

application/

The buyer's form, and the reason a Montana seller should recognise it is that two of its sections are about you. Section 4 is an odometer statement
of sale naming the seller; section 3 is where a new lender goes on the record. A buyer normally applies on the title itself, in the application section
on the back, and files this instead when the title has no application space, when the transfer is running on the electronic record because the title is
missing, or when the paperwork needs to say something the back of a certificate cannot. It is also the form the manual names for a personal
representative selling a decedent's car without a replacement title, and for a beneficiary claiming one under an MV13.

This sheet is not the form. Download the blank MV1 from the Montana Department of Justice, Motor Vehicle Division, Vehicle Services Bureau at
https://mvdmt.gov/wp-content/uploads/2026/07/MV1-Certificate-of-Title-for-MV-Application-07.26F.pdf — always take the current revision
from the agency rather than a copy. Print this and keep it beside you while you complete theirs.

Every line, in the order you meet it
1 BUYER Section 1: who is taking

ownership
Legal name and identification number for the applicant and any co-applicant, with mailing and
residential addresses and their counties. Watch out: The residential county is not decoration. It
decides which county treasurer handles the transaction and which local option tax applies to the
registration.

2 BUYER Residential address,
and the residency rule
behind it

A Montana address, because only a Montana resident can receive a Montana title. Watch out: The
exceptions are narrow: an out-of-state owner with an interest in Montana real property, a non-
resident co-owner where one owner is a Montana individual who can prove residency, or a non-
resident business complying with MCA 61-3-201.

3 BUYER Section 2: the vehicle The VIN, year, make, model, colour, fuel type and style, plus the manufacturer's suggested retail
price when new. Watch out: The retail price when new is what the county option tax on a light
vehicle is worked from. A guess here becomes a bill later.

4 BUYER Section 3: the security
interest question

No if the car is being bought outright; yes opens the lender block and adds $8.24 for each interest
filed. Watch out: There is space for exactly one lender. A second security interest needs its own
MV81B alongside this form.

5 DEALER Section 4 belongs to a
dealer

An odometer statement of sale signed by a dealer's agent, with a dealer licence number. Watch
out: In a private sale nobody fills this in. The seller's mileage goes in the title's own odometer
certification, or on an MV90A when the document has no room for it.

6 BUYER Section 5: the buyer
signs

Printed name, legal signature and date, certifying awareness of the odometer certification and that
the identification number was supplied. Watch out: Only one applicant signature is required even
when the title will carry two names - but the person signing must actually be one of the applicants in
section 1.

What gets this one rejected

A seller's signature in section 5. That block certifies the signer is one of the applicants named in section 1, and the applicants are the buyers -
your signature belongs on the title assignment and, where used, in section 4's seller block.
A residential address in another state. Only a Montana resident can receive a Montana title and registration, with narrow exceptions for
property owners, co-owners with a resident, and non-resident businesses complying with MCA 61-3-201.
A section 3 answered yes with no fee. The $8.24 filing fee accompanies each security interest, and a second lien needs its own MV81B
because there is room for one here.
A dealer licence number invented to make section 4 look complete. That signature line belongs to a dealer's agent; a private sale leaves it
alone and puts the mileage where it belongs.
A missing county. Both the mailing and residential address rows ask for one, and the county decides which treasurer's office the registration
and the local option tax belong to.

Amber is what you write Grey is a block somebody else completes The completed example follows overleaf.

Read off MV1 (6/26) and the Montana Department of Justice, Motor Vehicle Division, Vehicle Services Bureau's own pages, current as of 2026-08-24.
Plain-language help with a form, not legal advice — where this and the agency differ, the agency governs.
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