
How to fill out 78-021 — Application for Inspection of a
Salvage/Rebuilt Vehicle
Mississippi · written against 78-021 (Rev 08/17), issued under the Department of Public Safety's inspection
stations, with the title paperwork returning to the Department of Revenue

sellmycarhub.com
/forms/mississippi/78-021-salvage-

rebuilt-inspection-application/

The rebuild's paper trail - the application that takes a salvage vehicle to a Mississippi Department of Public Safety inspection and, if it passes, on to
a Rebuilt title. The owner-rebuilder affirms the vehicle has been completely restored in this state, inventories every major and minor component part
replaced or repaired with the VIN of each donor vehicle, attaches notarized bills of sale for the major parts, and pays a $75.00 inspection fee - due
whether the vehicle passes or fails, and again at each re-inspection.

This sheet is not the form. Download the blank 78-021 from the Mississippi Department of Revenue, Motor Vehicle Services at
https://www.dor.ms.gov/sites/default/files/tax-forms/motor-
vehicle/78021178%2520Application%2520for%2520Inspection%2520for%2520a%2520Salvage%2520Vehicle.pdf — always take the current
revision from the agency rather than a copy. Print this and keep it beside you while you complete theirs.

Every line, in the order you meet it
1 YOU Clear or Rebuilt, and

who you are
The owner block, and the application-for tick - Rebuilt Title for a salvage rebuild. Watch out: The
sales-tax and designated-agent numbers are for trade rebuilders; an ordinary owner leaves them
empty without apology.

2 YOU The vehicle and its
reading

VIN, make, year, model, body type, acquisition date and the odometer with its two boxes. Watch
out: The VIN here is about to be physically verified by an officer - this is the one application in the
state where a discrepancy will be discovered in person.

3 YOU The parts grid, coded
honestly

1 for replaced with N or U, 2 for repaired, across the major and minor grids, with donor VINs for the
majors. Watch out: The grid is cross-examined against your receipts and the car itself. An
undeclared replaced part found at inspection converts a paperwork visit into something else.

4 YOU The evidence folder Notarized bills of sale for major parts and transmission, invoices for minors, four color pictures, the
salvage certificate. Watch out: Each major-part bill of sale must list the donor's manufacturer VIN -
a receipt that just says 'hood' is a minor-part receipt no matter what it bought.

5 YOU The appointment and
the fee

Arrange the inspection with the Department of Public Safety and bring $75.00 in certified funds.
Watch out: Pass or fail, the fee is spent, and each re-inspection costs it again - which is the state
pricing in exactly how finished the car should be before you book.

6 YOU After the pass The inspector signs with badge number and issues the completion certification; the rebuilder applies
for the Rebuilt title with the whole file and the $9.00 title fee. Watch out: Title first, sale second - the
Rebuilt certificate in your name is what makes the finished car sellable at all.

What gets this one rejected
Un-notarized major-part receipts. The preamble's rule is exact - notarized for major component parts and transmission, ordinary invoices for
minor - and a folder of till receipts fails the file.
Donor parts with no provenance. Every major row wants the VIN, year, make and acquired-from of the vehicle the part left; a part nobody can
source is the fraud pattern this inspection exists to catch.
Turning up without the fee. The $75.00 is due at inspection, pass or fail, and due again for each re-inspection - certified funds, to the
Department of Public Safety.
Rebuilding out of state. The affirmation is that the vehicle was restored by applicant in this state (Mississippi), and the salvage pages say the
same thing from the other side: a vehicle repaired in another state cannot be inspected in this state.
Selling before the Rebuilt title exists. A salvage vehicle cannot be operated on the roads, issued a tag, or sold by a dealer until re-titled - the
inspection and the new certificate come first, then the sale.

Amber is what you write Grey is a block somebody else completes The completed example follows overleaf.

Read off 78-021 (Rev 08/17) and the Mississippi Department of Revenue, Motor Vehicle Services's own pages, current as of 2026-08-23. Plain-
language help with a form, not legal advice — where this and the agency differ, the agency governs.
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