
How to fill out 78-016 — Certificate of Title Bond
Mississippi · written against 78-016 (09/17), issued under Miss. Code Ann. Section 63-21-23, which the
bond's own text cites

sellmycarhub.com
/forms/mississippi/78-016-certificate-of-

title-bond/

The money half of a bonded title: a surety company binds itself alongside you, as Principal, to the State of Mississippi as Obligee, so that anyone
the missing paperwork later injures - any prior owner and lienholder and any subsequent purchaser - can be made whole. The Department requires
it before issuing the applied-for certificate; the FAQ sets its size at one and a half times the vehicle's average trade-in value; the bond's own text
runs it three years and voids the deal if it is filed late.

This sheet is not the form. Download the blank 78-016 from the Mississippi Department of Revenue, Motor Vehicle Services at
https://www.dor.ms.gov/sites/default/files/tax-forms/motor-vehicle/78016178%2520Certificate%2520of%2520Bond.pdf — always take the
current revision from the agency rather than a copy. Print this and keep it beside you while you complete theirs.

Every line, in the order you meet it
1 OTHER The sum and the

parties
The surety's agent enters the penal sum, the bond number, your name and town as Principal, and
the surety's name and state of incorporation. Watch out: Bring the valuation printout to the agent -
the sum is one and a half times average trade-in, and writing it from a guess is the commonest
reason a bond gets re-issued.

2 YOU The vehicle, exactly as
the affidavit has it

Make and year, model, VIN, body type, cylinders, new or used. Watch out: Copy from the 78-013,
character for character. Three documents, one description - the examiner diffs them.

3 YOU Read the conditions
once, properly

The indemnity paragraph - who can claim, for what, for how long. Watch out: This is the paragraph
that explains the premium: prior owners, lienholders and later purchasers can all reach the bond,
and the surety can then reach you.

4 YOU Effective date and
signatures

The effective date, the insurance company and agent lines, your signature as Principal, the surety's
by attorney-in-fact. Watch out: Date it when your file is ready to move. The thirty-day acceptance
window runs from this line, and a bond that expires unfiled is a premium spent twice.

5 YOU File the whole kit
together

Bond, sworn affidavit of ownership, bill of sale - and the MVCT-59 inspection form if the vehicle is
ten model years or less - submitted to the Department. Watch out: One envelope, one file. The
bond is the piece with a fuse on it, so it goes in last-bought and first-tracked.

What gets this one rejected
A bond bought and then left in a drawer. Thirty days from its effective date, unfiled, it is waste paper by its own terms - buy the bond when the
rest of the file is ready, not before.
A penal sum from your own arithmetic. The Department's figure is one and a half times the average trade-in value; a bond written light gets
the whole file returned.
A surety not authorized in Mississippi. The FAQ's first requirement is a surety bond from a surety company authorized to do business in this
state - an out-of-state bond form from an unadmitted carrier fails at the door.
A vehicle description that drifts from the affidavit. Bond, affidavit and bill of sale describe one vehicle identically - the examiner reads all three
against the same VIN.
Signing only one line. The Principal signs and the Surety signs by its attorney-in-fact; a bond executed by one party binds nobody.

Amber is what you write Grey is a block somebody else completes The completed example follows overleaf.

Read off 78-016 (09/17) and the Mississippi Department of Revenue, Motor Vehicle Services's own pages, current as of 2026-08-23. Plain-language
help with a form, not legal advice — where this and the agency differ, the agency governs.
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