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How to fill out TR-205 — Self-Certification of Vehicle
Ownership
Michigan · written against TR-205 (01/2026), issued under MCL 257.217(1)(d), the subsection that lets the
Secretary of State take a certification instead of a bond

sellmycarhub.com
/forms/michigan/tr-205-self-certification-

of-vehicle-ownership/

The cheap way out of owning a vehicle with no ownership document, and it has a hard ceiling. Michigan lets you certify ownership yourself instead
of buying a surety bond, but only for a vehicle that is ten or more calendar years old, worth $2,500 or less, and bought in Michigan. Over either line
and the bond is compulsory.

This sheet is not the form. Download the blank TR-205 from the Michigan Department of State at
https://www.michigan.gov/sos/-/media/Project/Websites/sos/03lehman/tr205.pdf — always take the current revision from the agency rather
than a copy. Print this and keep it beside you while you complete theirs.

Every line, in the order you meet it
1 YOU Type of item acquired Seven tick boxes across two rows. Vehicle is the first of them. Watch out: The eligibility limits

change with the box. A moped follows the vehicle rule, an ORV has to be six or more calendar years
old and worth $1,500 or less, and watercraft has no age limit at all.

2 YOU When, where and who
from

Three single-line boxes recording the acquisition. Watch out: Give a real date and a real place. This
is the first thing an examiner reads and a vague answer sets the tone for the rest of the form.

3 YOU Why is there not a
properly assigned
ownership document?

The first of three deep boxes, and the reason the application exists. Watch out: Say which of the
two situations you are in - never given one, or given one and lost it. The form's own instructions
distinguish them and so will the reviewer.

4 YOU When and how did you
attempt to contact the
owner of record?

Dates and methods - phone, e-mail, letter. Watch out: This is the box that gets applications refused.
Two dated phone calls and a returned letter is evidence; 'I tried to reach him' is not.

5 YOU VIN/HIN The identification number, under the vehicle's year, make and body style. Watch out: You certify at
the foot of the form that you have inspected it on the item itself and entered it above. Read it off the
car, not off an old insurance document.

6 YOU Value The appraised value, in its own box under the VIN. Watch out: It has to be backed by an appraisal
from a licensed Michigan dealer or a printed online valuation, and it has to come in at $2,500 or
less. Use tax is then charged on that value or the purchase price, whichever is higher.

7 YOU Signature of applicant One signature under four printed certifications, with the date beside it. Watch out: Read the four
lines above it. The third one - that you have exhausted all possible options - is the one the
department will hold you to.

What gets this one rejected

A vehicle worth more than $2,500, or less than ten calendar years old. Either one puts you on the surety bond route instead, and the form is
not a way round it.
No appraisal. All non-dealer applicants must submit an appraisal showing the value is $2,500 or less - either from a licensed Michigan dealer
or a printed page from an online appraisal service.
A vehicle that was not purchased in Michigan. It is one of the three eligibility conditions, listed alongside the age and the value.
An incomplete form. The instruction is printed twice: incomplete forms will not be accepted, and forms with insufficient information will not be
accepted.
Treating it as a way to skip finding the seller. The certification you sign says you have exhausted all possible options, and the free-text boxes
are where you show your working.

Amber is what you write Grey is a block somebody else completes The filled-in example is at the start of this sheet.

Read off TR-205 (01/2026) and the Michigan Department of State's own pages, current as of 2026-08-23. Plain-language help with a form, not legal
advice — where this and the agency differ, the agency governs.
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