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How to fill out TR-12 — Application for an Original Michigan
Scrap or Salvage Title
Michigan · written against TR-12 (Rev 07/26), issued under Public Act 300 of 1949, as amended

sellmycarhub.com
/forms/michigan/tr-12-application-for-

salvage-or-scrap-title/

One application, two very different outcomes, decided by a single percentage. A vehicle whose estimated cost of repair is 75% or greater but less
than 91% of its pre-damaged value gets a salvage title and can be rebuilt; at 91% or greater it gets a scrap title and can never be registered again.
You, your insurer or a dealer can apply.

This sheet is not the form. Download the blank TR-12 from the Michigan Department of State at
https://www.michigan.gov/sos/-/media/Project/Websites/sos/28lawensn/tr12.pdf — always take the current revision from the agency rather
than a copy. Print this and keep it beside you while you complete theirs.

Every line, in the order you meet it
1 YOU Salvage title or Scrap

title
Two ticks at the top right of the form. Watch out: The percentage at the foot decides which. Below
75% you may title it salvage voluntarily; from 75% to under 91% you must; at 91% or greater it is
scrap and the vehicle is finished as a road vehicle.

2 YOU Vehicle identification
number

The VIN, on the second row beside the colour codes and the fee category. Watch out: The colour
codes come from a printed table on the reverse. One colour goes in the first space only, and
multicolor cannot be combined with anything else.

3 YOU Damage description Twelve ticks down the left margin, beside a diagram of a car. Watch out: Tick what is true, not what
is convenient. This list and the percentage at the foot are read together, and a flood tick with no
water damage in the estimate is a contradiction on a form signed under a criminal certification.

4 YOU Owner name(s) and
address

Your name, street address, city, state and ZIP, with a filing date above them. Watch out: There is a
survivorship tick beside it if the title is to read Full rights to survivor. It is easy to miss because it sits
in the margin rather than on a line of its own.

5 YOU Flood damaged, in the
disclosure row

One of four ticks in the vehicle use and history disclosure - police vehicle, government vehicle, taxi,
flood damaged. Watch out: The instruction at the head of the form is explicit: if flood damage or
scrap status, check the flood damaged box in disclosure. It is a separate tick from the flood box in
the damage description.

6 YOU Full purchase price or
retail value, whichever
is greater

Line 1 of the tax calculation, with 6% of it on line 2. Watch out: On a settlement where you bought
the wreck back from your insurer, this is the buy-back figure. Dealers and insurance companies
holding a vehicle for resale are exempt from the tax; an owner is not.

7 YOU Title fee One box beside the certification block. Watch out: $15 for a salvage title, $20 for a scrap title. The
reverse prints them as two separate figures because the two applications go to two different
addresses.

8 YOU Estimated cost of repair
and pre-damaged fair
market value

Two dollar boxes at the foot left, with the percentage between them. Watch out: Keep the estimate.
The reverse says the certification indicates you have one on file verifying both numbers, and that it
must be kept for five years in case anyone needs to look at it again.

9 YOU All parts salvageable A single tick beneath the twenty lettered component boxes. Watch out: Use it instead of the twenty
when nothing structural is gone. Ticking it on a vehicle with a missing engine is the sort of
contradiction the certification above the signature is about.

What gets this one rejected

The wrong box at the top. Below 75% damage a vehicle can be titled salvage voluntarily; at 91% or greater it must be scrap, and a scrap
vehicle can never be re-titled or returned to the road.
No certification of damage. The department wants proof of ownership, a certification from an insurance provider verifying the vehicle damage,
and the fee.
Using it for flood damage that does not change the vehicle's status. The instruction at the top says to use the TR-11L in that case and simply
tick the flood damaged box in the disclosure.
No estimate on file. The reverse says the certification indicates the applicant has an estimate for repair on file verifying the cost and the pre-
damage value, and that it has to be kept for five years.
Expecting to plate it. A black band across the foot of the form reads: a license plate cannot be purchased for or displayed on this vehicle.

Amber is what you write Grey is a block somebody else completes The filled-in example is at the start of this sheet.

Read off TR-12 (Rev 07/26) and the Michigan Department of State's own pages, current as of 2026-08-23. Plain-language help with a form, not legal
advice — where this and the agency differ, the agency governs.
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