
How to fill out VR-217 — Security Interest Filing
Statement
Maryland · written against VR-217 (09-25), issued under Maryland Transportation Article, Title 13,
Subtitle 2
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The form that puts a lender onto a Maryland title, and one a private seller will meet only from the other side of the counter - it is completed and
signed by the lien holder, not by either party to the sale. It is worth knowing because a buyer who is borrowing has to hand one in with the
application, and because the second half of it, Assignment of Security Interest, is how a lien moves when the bank that wrote it is bought by another
bank.

This sheet is not the form. Download the blank VR-217 from the Maryland Motor Vehicle Administration at
https://mva.maryland.gov/media/166?f=VR-217.pdf — always take the current revision from the agency rather than a copy. Print this and keep it
beside you while you complete theirs.

Every line, in the order you meet it
1 LENDER Vehicle to be held as

collateral
Year, make, body style, VIN and Maryland title number, across the first row of the filing. Watch out:
The title number ties the lien to a specific certificate. Where a duplicate has been issued since, the
number will have changed and the old one will not match.

2 LENDER Type of Contract and
Account Number

What kind of agreement it is, and the lender's own reference for it. Watch out: The account number
is what the borrower quotes when they later ask for a release. Worth photographing before the
paperwork disappears into a filing system.

3 LENDER Name of Secured Party,
Date of Creation,
Amount of Lien

Three boxes across the row: who is owed, when the interest was created, and how much. Watch
out: Date of creation is the date the ten-day perfection clock runs from, not the date the form was
signed or posted.

4 BUYER Name of Debtor and
address

The borrower's name on a full-width rule, then street, city, county, state and ZIP. Watch out: This is
the buyer, and the name has to match the one going on the title. A lien recorded against a slightly
different spelling is a problem that surfaces years later at resale.

5 LENDER The licensing
certification

A Maryland lender's or sales finance licence number, or a tick from the list of exempt institution
types. Watch out: A relative lending money to buy the car is the last option on the list, and that filing
has to have the lien contract stapled to it.

6 LENDER Signature of Lien
Holder's Authorized
Agent

Signature, date, printed name and job title, in a block of four boxes. Watch out: The printed name
and title are not decoration. They are how the MVA knows the person signing had authority to bind
the institution named above.

7 LENDER Assignment of Security
Interest

The bottom half: assignee name and address, full or partial amount, date assigned, and two
signatures. Watch out: This is the block that explains why the bank on your title is not the bank you
actually borrowed from. When a loan book is sold, the lien moves here rather than being refiled.

What gets this one rejected
A private lender who has ticked one of the institutional exemptions. The last option - other person who is not in the business of making loans -
is the honest one, and it brings the lien contract requirement with it.
A filing delivered after the tenth day, which does not fail but does move the date of perfection to the day it arrived.
A Maryland title number missing from the collateral block, which is how the filing is matched to the record.
An assignment block with one signature. Both the original secured party and the assignee sign it.
The filing fee left out. It is $40.00 and it is printed in the form's own heading.
A lien holder's authorised agent signing without a printed name and a job title underneath, both of which have their own boxes.

Amber is what you write Grey is a block somebody else completes The completed example follows overleaf.

Read off VR-217 (09-25) and the Maryland Motor Vehicle Administration's own pages, current as of 2026-08-23. Plain-language help with a form, not
legal advice — where this and the agency differ, the agency governs.
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