
How to fill out CS-L(MVR)38A — Buyer Power of Attorney
Hawaii · written against CS-L(MVR)38A (04/2026), issued under City and County of Honolulu Department of Customer
Services, Division of Motor Vehicles, notarised and appointing an attorney-in-fact to sign as purchaser for the vehicle
described on it

sellmycarhub.com
/forms/hawaii/csl-mvr-

38a-buyer-power-of-
attorney/

The buyer's mirror of the seller's power of attorney, and worth a seller's attention because its odometer clause runs the other way. The seller's
version makes the owner write the reading down so the agent can only repeat it. This one appoints the attorney-in-fact to sign the mileage
disclosure if the odometer reading on the vehicle is equal to or greater than the odometer reading which was disclosed by the seller - a one-way
ratchet that stops a buyer's agent certifying a lower figure than the one you gave. That is why the form has no odometer blank on it at all.

This sheet is not the form. Download the blank CS-L(MVR)38A from the City and County of Honolulu Division of Motor Vehicle, Licensing and
Permits at https://www4.honolulu.gov/docushare/dsweb/Get/Document-326072/hi-mvr38a.pdf — always take the current revision from the
agency rather than a copy. Print this and keep it beside you while you complete theirs.

Every line, in the order you meet it
1 BUYER That I (we) - the

purchaser
Every person who will be a registered owner of the vehicle signs this line, in the names that will go
on the certificate. Watch out: As the seller, this is the line to read. It should name the person who
agreed to buy your car, not the person standing at the counter.

2 BUYER who reside at The purchaser's address, city, state and zip on the labelled rule. Watch out: Compare it with the
address the buyer gave you for your notice of transfer. Two different addresses for one buyer is
worth a question.

3 BUYER Make, type and model
year

The vehicle being bought. The power is specific to it. Watch out: A description that does not match
your car means this document authorises nothing about your sale.

4 BUYER Plate number and VIN The identifying pair for the vehicle the purchaser is appointing an agent to register. Watch out:
Check the VIN against your certificate before you hand anything over. It is the only field on the sheet
that cannot be loosely right.

5 BUYER The appointed attorney-
in-fact

The person empowered to act as purchaser - to apply for registration, title, duplicates or other
certificates issued by the Director of Customer Services. Watch out: This is who you will actually be
dealing with. Ask for identification that matches this line before you release the certificate.

6 BUYER The mileage condition Not a field. A printed condition appointing the agent to sign the mileage disclosure only if the reading
on the vehicle is equal to or greater than the one the seller disclosed. Watch out: It protects you as
much as the buyer. Keep your own copy of the reading you certified so there is a record of what the
floor was.

7 OTHER The notary certification
panel

The blank block at the foot, completed by a notary once the purchaser has signed in front of them.
Watch out: An unnotarised power of attorney from a buyer's agent is not a document to hand a title
over on. Ask to see the notary's completion, not just the signature.

What gets this one rejected

Filing it without notarisation. Like the seller's version, the notary certification block is what makes it work at a counter.
Using it to buy a vehicle that is not described on it. The make, type, model year, plate and VIN make the appointment specific to one car.
Expecting it to sign the seller's half. It appoints an agent as purchaser - Section A on the front of the certificate is not within its reach.
Treating it as a substitute for the buyer's own application. Section D on the back still has to be completed, by the agent if not by the buyer.
Grabbing this one when you meant the seller's. The forms differ by a letter in the code and by the paragraph that matters most.

Amber is what you write Grey is a block somebody else completes The completed example follows overleaf.

Read off CS-L(MVR)38A (04/2026) and the City and County of Honolulu Division of Motor Vehicle, Licensing and Permits's own pages, current as of
2026-08-23. Plain-language help with a form, not legal advice — where this and the agency differ, the agency governs.
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