
HSMV 82040 — Application for Certificate of Motor Vehicle Title: a filled-in example. Amber is what you write; grey is a block somebody else
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How to fill out HSMV 82040 — Application for Certificate of
Motor Vehicle Title
Florida · written against HSMV 82040 (Rev 07/23), issued under Rule 15C-21.001, Florida Administrative
Code, printed on the form itself

sellmycarhub.com
/forms/florida/hsmv-82040-application-for-

certificate-of-title/

This is the buyer's form, not yours - it is how the person buying your car puts the title into their own name. It is here because a seller is asked about
it constantly, because several of its thirteen sections are signed by somebody other than the applicant, and because knowing what it demands is
how you tell a buyer what to bring instead of watching them come back.

This sheet is not the form. Download the blank HSMV 82040 from the Florida Department of Highway Safety and Motor Vehicles at
https://www.flhsmv.gov/pdf/forms/82040-mv.pdf — always take the current revision from the agency rather than a copy. Print this and keep it
beside you while you complete theirs.

Every line, in the order you meet it
1 BUYER Application type, and

whether to print the title
Transfer, not Original. Then answer the printing question: No leaves the record electronic, Yes in
office or Yes mailed puts it on paper. Watch out: Original is for a vehicle Florida has never titled.
Choosing to print costs more than leaving it electronic and buys nothing unless a lender or a buyer
in another state is going to demand the paper later.

2 BUYER County of residence The Florida county the applicant lives in, which is not always the county the office is in. Watch out:
It decides which local option taxes and fees apply. A buyer who drives to a neighbouring county
because the queue is shorter still writes their own county here.

3 BUYER The owner's name
exactly as the driver
licence prints it

First, full middle or maiden, and last. The form asks for the full middle name rather than an initial.
Watch out: This is the name that will be printed on the certificate, and the certificate is what the
next buyer will compare against a licence. A middle initial where the licence prints a full name is the
difference that surfaces years later.

4 BUYER Florida licence or ID
number, and both
addresses

The licence or FEID number, the mailing address, and the residential street address underneath
even when the two are the same. Watch out: Florida asks for a physical street address separately
because a mailing address can be a box number. Leaving the residential line blank because it
repeats the line above is one of the commonest reasons an application is not accepted as
complete.

5 BUYER VIN, Florida title
number and previous
state

Copied from the certificate the seller has just signed over. Watch out: The title number here is the
seller's outgoing one. A buyer who leaves it blank because they are applying for a new title has
removed the only thing tying this application to the record it is meant to change.

6 BUYER Licence plate number Leave it blank on an ordinary private purchase. The plate on the car belongs to the seller and goes
with them. Watch out: This box catches out anyone who has bought a car in a state where plates
stay with the vehicle. Write the seller's plate number in it and you have asked the department to
move somebody else's registration onto your car.

7 BUYER Brands, usage and type Tick Private Use for an ordinary car. The rest of the row is for vehicles that carry a brand - rebuilt,
flood, manufacturer's buy back, police, taxi and the others. Watch out: Do not tick a brand the
certificate does not already carry, and do not leave one off that it does. A brand on the record
travels with the vehicle for the rest of its life, and adding or dropping one here is not a clerical
matter.

8 BUYER Section 5, how the
vehicle was acquired

Tick Sale and write the price in dollars and cents, then the date acquired in the three boxes on the
right. Watch out: Gift is not a way of reducing the tax on a sale, and the department knows what a
sale looks like. The price here has to be the price on the title and on the notice of sale, because a
clerk with three documents in front of them will read all three.

9 BUYER Section 6, the odometer
declaration

Tick 5 or 6 digit, one figure per box, then the date read. Watch out: This is a second, separate
federal statement about the same reading the seller made on the title. Both of you are certifying it,
and a buyer who copies a figure across without looking at the dash is certifying something they
have not checked.

10 BUYER Which of the three
mileage statements is
true

Reflects actual mileage, is not the actual mileage, or is in excess of its mechanical limits. Watch
out: Note that Florida orders these three differently here than it does on the certificate itself. Read
the words rather than counting the boxes, because the second box on this form is not the second
box on the title.
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11 DEALER The blocks on page two
that are not yours

The dealer sales tax report, the trade-in details, the vehicle identification number verification, the
notary, the sales tax exemptions and the whole deceased-owner section. Watch out: The VIN
verification block is the one that catches private buyers: it has to be completed on a used vehicle
not currently titled in Florida, and it is completed by a notary, a Florida dealer, a law enforcement
officer or a department or tax collector employee. On HSMV 82042 if you would rather do it on a
page of its own.

12 BUYER The applicant's
signature and printed
name

Signature, full name and the date, at the foot of page two. Watch out: The line above it is a perjury
declaration and an agreement to defend the title against all claims. It is the buyer's signature, not
the seller's - a seller who signs here has applied to have the car put back in their own name.

What gets this one rejected

A blank where the form says a field is required. The instruction at the head of it is that all fields are required unless otherwise stated or not
applicable.
Assuming a printed certificate is automatic. The tick box at the top decides whether one is produced, and leaving the title electronic is a
genuine choice with a lower fee.
Skipping the VIN verification on a car that has never been titled in Florida. Section 8 has to be completed by one of four named people, and
the buyer cannot certify it themselves.
Two names and no conjunction ticked. The form tells you what happens - the title issues with "and", and both signatures will then be needed
to sell it.
A photocopied identification instead of the person. The applicant has to provide proof of identity with the completed application.

Amber is what you write Grey is a block somebody else completes The filled-in example is at the start of this sheet.

Read off HSMV 82040 (Rev 07/23) and the Florida Department of Highway Safety and Motor Vehicles's own pages, current as of 2026-08-23. Plain-
language help with a form, not legal advice — where this and the agency differ, the agency governs.
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