
48-2004 — Bill of Sale: a filled-in example. Amber is what you write; grey is a block somebody else completes. The line-by-line notes follow. Back
to the walkthrough
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How to fill out 48-2004 — Bill of Sale
Arizona · written against 48-2004 (R05/25), issued under A.R.S. 28-2058

sellmycarhub.com
/forms/arizona/48-2004-bill-of-sale/

The plain bill of sale, and the thing to understand about it is what it is not. ADOT describes it as supporting documentation for a vehicle title
transaction: it records that money changed hands and who it changed hands between, and it does not transfer ownership. The form that does is the
one numbered 38-1306, and the two are easy to confuse because the shorter one is the one people go looking for.

This sheet is not the form. Download the blank 48-2004 from the Arizona Department of Transportation, Motor Vehicle Division at
https://apps.azdot.gov/files/mvd/mvd-forms-lib/48-2004.pdf — always take the current revision from the agency rather than a copy. Print this
and keep it beside you while you complete theirs.

Every line, in the order you meet it
1 YOU Vehicle identification VIN, year, make and body style. Body style is the department's abbreviation - 4DSD for a four-door

sedan, PK for a pickup. Watch out: There is no model field. If the buyer wants Tacoma written down
somewhere, that is what the title or the 38-1306 is for.

2 YOU Sale Date The day the buyer takes the car. Watch out: Use the same date on every document in the deal.
Two dates on two forms is the most common reason a counter clerk stops and asks a question.

3 YOU Sale Payment Amount The agreed price, in dollars. Watch out: Arizona does not tax this figure on a private sale, so there
is no advantage in writing anything but the truth - and a low figure on a document that a buyer keeps
is a problem waiting for both of you.

4 BUYER Buyer name, licence
number and date of
birth

Full legal name, driver licence number and date of birth, then the mailing address underneath.
Watch out: Copy the name from the licence in front of you rather than from a text message. This is
the document that proves who bought the car.

5 YOU Seller name, licence
number and date of
birth

The same three lines for you, and your mailing address. Watch out: Use the name MVD has on the
vehicle record. If you have married or changed your name since, that is a One and the Same
Certificate rather than a different name written here.

6 YOU Signature and Date One line, yours, dated. Watch out: Sign it where the acknowledgement will be made - at an MVD
counter, at a Third Party office, or in front of a notary - and not before.

7 BUYER The acknowledgement
block

Filled in by the notary or MVD agent: date, county, state, commission expiry and their signature.
Watch out: An MVD processor does it for no fee and writes their employee identifier rather than a
commission number. Both are acceptable; only one costs money.

What gets this one rejected

Sending it instead of a title or a Title Transfer Bill of Sale. This form supports a transaction, it does not create one.
Expecting it to carry the mileage. There is no odometer block anywhere on this sheet, so a car that still needs a disclosure needs a different
document as well.
A missing acknowledgement. The block at the foot is part of the form, and an unwitnessed signature leaves it incomplete.
Using it for a vehicle where the seller is a licensed dealer. Dealers have their own retail bill of sale, form 38-1305, which is issued to them
through their dealer system.
Filling in the buyer's date of birth from memory. The identification numbers and dates on this form are what tie it to the people named on it.

Amber is what you write Grey is a block somebody else completes The filled-in example is at the start of this sheet.

Read off 48-2004 (R05/25) and the Arizona Department of Transportation, Motor Vehicle Division's own pages, current as of 2026-08-23. Plain-
language help with a form, not legal advice — where this and the agency differ, the agency governs.
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