
How to fill out Form 857 — Application For Salvage Vehicle Title
Alaska · written against Form 857 (Rev 08/2025), issued under 2 AAC 92.190 as amended on 1 August 2025, which
first allowed the Division to issue a salvage title over an existing junk brand

sellmycarhub.com
/forms/alaska/857-application-for-

salvage-vehicle-title/

The newest form in the Alaska set, and it exists to solve a specific dead end: a vehicle already branded junk, not yet reconstructed, and therefore
holding no ownership document anybody can transfer. The salvage title the Division issues on this application is not a licence to drive - it says so on
the certificate itself - but it is a formal ownership document, and the form lists what it is for: surrendering the vehicle to an insurance company,
transferring it to a salvage company, retrieving it from impound, or demonstrating proof of ownership in other circumstances. Two things are not
eligible at all, and the form says so before the first box.

This sheet is not the form. Download the blank Form 857 from the Alaska Division of Motor Vehicles, Department of Administration at
https://dmv.alaska.gov/media/254pqr3k/857-application-for-salvage-vehicle-title.pdf?f=alaska-857.pdf — always take the current revision
from the agency rather than a copy. Print this and keep it beside you while you complete theirs.

Every line, in the order you meet it
1 YOU The vehicle

identification comb
One character per cell across the top of the vehicle block. Watch out: On a junk-branded vehicle
the VIN is the only identity left - there is no valid registration and often no plate. Read it off the
vehicle and check it against the branded record.

2 YOU Year, make, model,
body style

The description row under the comb. Watch out: Describe the vehicle as the record does. This
application is amending a record that already exists, with a junk brand on it.

3 YOU Mailing and residence
addresses

Both address lines, each with city, state and zip. Watch out: Both, even when they are the same.
The Division asks for the pair on every application it has rewritten recently.

4 YOU Applicant type Individual, business or company, trust, charitable or non-profit, or government agency. Watch out: A
salvage yard buying the vehicle is a business; the person selling it to them is usually an individual.
Tick what you are, not what the vehicle is heading towards.

5 YOU Full legal name
including suffix

The name the salvage certificate will be issued in. Watch out: It has to match the name the junk
brand was recorded against, or the counter has two records and no way to connect them.

6 YOU Identification Alaska driver licence number, or social security number, or date of birth - one of the three - with a
tax identification number for a business. Watch out: An Alaska licence number is the fastest, for the
same reason it is on every other Division form: it already ties to a record.

7 YOU Conjunction, only if
there are two of you

AND or OR, left blank for a single owner. Watch out: Two owners on a salvage title face the same
signature arithmetic as two owners on an ordinary one, and it is worth deciding now rather than at
the yard.

8 YOU The affidavit section Why the salvage title is being asked for, written into the ruled area above the certification. Watch
out: Say when the vehicle was branded, why, and what you intend to do with it. This is the
paragraph that tells the counter which of the form's four uses applies to you.

9 YOU Sign and date Owner signature and date of signature at the foot of the page. Watch out: Read the certification
above it first - it includes an acknowledgement about reconstruction that is easy to sign past and
expensive to discover later.

What gets this one rejected

Applying for a vehicle that is not currently branded junk. The form's first line describes what it is for - a vehicle currently branded as Junk that
has not yet been reconstructed - and an ordinary damaged car is not that.
Applying for a boat, a manufactured home or an off-highway vehicle. The exclusion is printed in the same paragraph as the eligibility, and it is
absolute.
Expecting to register the vehicle afterwards. The certification you sign says the opposite: reconstruction comes first, in the jurisdiction where
the vehicle physically is.
Leaving the affidavit section empty. It is the only place on the form where the circumstances are explained, and a salvage application with no
explanation is a transaction the counter has to reconstruct from nothing.
Ticking AND as the conjunction for a vehicle owned by a company. The warning is printed beside the tick: AND cannot be selected if owned
by anything other than two or more individuals.

Amber is what you write Grey is a block somebody else completes The completed example follows overleaf.

Read off Form 857 (Rev 08/2025) and the Alaska Division of Motor Vehicles, Department of Administration's own pages, current as of 2026-08-23.
Plain-language help with a form, not legal advice — where this and the agency differ, the agency governs.
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